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June 2021 Newsletter
Important Dates

June 9……………...Q4 Finale Concert
June 10………………………PAC Meeting
June 22-23……..Prov. Assessments

June 18.Courtyard Band Concert
June 25 or 26……………….Safe Grad
June 29……………….9W4 / 4W8 Ends

June 29…..Project Completion Day
June 30……………………………Admin Day

Principal's Message

Here we go into the whirlwind last month of classes at SKSS! We have indeed had a little bit of everything
this year and I know that our sta� and students are looking forward to finishing o� the last 3 weeks of
classes and enjoying a relaxing and stress free summer. June is also an exciting month that is filled with
numerous opportunities to celebrate student success and achievement. This was highlighted by Grad
2021 that concluded last Wednesday, June 2nd. It was an amazing 5 days and it was nice to see all of our
grads enjoying this special event with their families. A big thanks to Mme Blais and her organizing team
for all of their time and e�ort. Our last big celebratory event is our upcoming Year End Awards
Assembly on June 28th at 9am. With current Covid measures, we will be hosting our assembly from the
library and providing a zoom link to all of our classes so that they may watch it live from their
classrooms. This link will also be on our website for you to watch from home or work. Thanks to Ms.
Dumbrell and the awards committee for all of their work in advance of this event.

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the tragic news that we were all made aware of
on May 31st with the discovery and remains of 215 children found at the former Kamloops Indian
Residential School. Since that time, our focus on campus has been to show our support for the
Tk’emlups te Secwepemc people as well as all other indigenous and non-indigenous impacted
communities that have been directly a�ected by this devastating event.

As a community we have, and must, stand together to acknowledge this trauma and to also maintain
our commitment to further education, understanding and continued actions as part of the truth and
reconciliation process. This is how we use our education as Titans’ to make a positive di�erence for self,
classmates and our greater community. Through song, story, healing cards, discussion and subsequent
reflections, these are just a few of the things that many of our students have participated in over the
past week and we will continue to moving forward. It should be said that our collective actions have had
a very positive impact on the Tk’emlups te Secwepemc community and in particular with their elders.
South Kamloops Secondary School stands proud with our friends, family and neighbors at Tk’emlups te
Secwepemc.

I want to remind our students' to keep their focus on their studies right until the last day of classes and
exams. To that end, we have published our final year end schedule for SKSS on our website. We have
regular scheduled classes until June 28th followed by a Project Completion Day on June 29th. Students
are only required to attend on June 29th if they have any missing work/assessments from Q4. With
classes in session right up to the last week of school, our calendar is compressed and early completion
of all work is stressed by all of our sta�. Report cards will be posted to MyEd on June 29th at 3pm. If you
require a paper copy of your report card you can complete this task at home with the print option. We
will not be printing and mailing report card copies home. If you have any follow up questions for our
o�ce sta�, the main o�ce will be open July 5-9th 8:00am to 3:30pm. Thursday, July 1st is a holiday and
our o�ce will be closed. Please refer to our SKSS school website to get a complete breakdown of all of
our year end dates.

For the month of June my "Titans" call out will go to our SKSS Grads of 2021. I am personally so proud of
this grad class for your spirit and student mentorship and being the student leaders who set such a
positive tone in the building throughout this school year. With all of the Covid controls and measures
that we had in place, you still carried on with business as usual and I truly appreciate your dedication
and commitment to our school.  I wish all of you the best as you leave SKSS and begin to make your own
legacy in our greater community. We are all very proud of you!!!

I would also like to publicly recognize our SKSS retiree’s for this year. Congratulations to: Ms. Schiller, Ms.
Dumbrell, Ms. Cavlek and Mr. Poelzer. Our Titan’s Nation wishes you all the best and thanks each of you
for your dedication and commitment on our campus.

I would also like to take this time to thank our SKSS PAC for all of your time and support this past year.
PAC executives: Cory Langevin & Tanya Pawliuk- President/Vice Chair, Erin Perks- Treasurer/DPAC
representative and Julie Reimer - Past President. Each of these parents did an excellent job
representing our SKSS parent community. From all of our sta� and students I want to thank each of you
for your dedication to our school. As we return in September, I will be looking for more parents to
become involved with our PAC and the many good conversations and planning that we share. There is
no fundraising in this role, just informative and collaborative conversations.

As we approach the end of my fifth year on campus as your Principal, I want to say thanks to all of our
students, sta� and community for your on-going support. All things considered, we have had an
outstanding school year at SKSS and I look forward to 2021/22 and building upon all of the positive
initiatives that have been a part of our classes and learning environment on our amazing campus!

Have a safe and relaxing summer...

Sincerely, Mr. W Kirschner- Principal
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Student Fees

The student fee statements for quarters 2-4 were sent home with report cards on Thursday, May 6th.
Accepted forms of payment are cash, cheque or debit (no tap).

Indigenous Parent Group

Indigenous Parent Group: SD73 Indigenous Family Voices for Education (SD73 IFVE) – The next meeting
will be on June 9, 2021 @ 7pm virtually by Zoom. SD73 IFVE also has a new Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/SD73IFVE

Hands on Experience

Gavin Lee and Dylan Clark making samosas in Ms. Babin’s senior foods
class.

Attention Art Students

Attention Art Students: Please remember to pick artwork created this year!  Stop by the art room or see
Mrs. Yamaoka ASAP

From the Newsroom

The final SKSS Titan Tribune Newspaper will be published on Wednesday, June 9th. You can grab your
copy from the newspaper box in the hallway beside the Sagebrush Theatre entrance.

Library Learning Commons

Checked Out Materials
The end of the year is coming up quickly and the Library Learning Commons will soon be busy with
textbook returns and rebinds. If you have any library books or textbooks that you no longer need,
please return them to the LLC as early as possible. Doing so early will help us to manage the workload.
Thank you for your help with this!

Indigenous Artwork/Articles in the LLC
The LLC has been fortunate to receive funding from both the PAC and the Aboriginal Education Council
to purchase Indigenous artworks and articles. We have purchased and received several items for which
we are in the process of creating permanent displays. We will highlight these additions on the LLC
website (www.skssllc.weebly.com). Many thanks to everyone who helped to make this possible.
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Indigenous Reads
The Library Learning Commons has an ever-growing and evolving collection of books by Indigenous
authors. Many of the books purchased in the last 5-10 years have included a focus on authentic texts by
authors who are part of the communities about which they write. LLC sta� would be pleased to help you
find your next book to read.

Summer Reading
Students in grades 8-11 are invited to sign out books to read over the summer. Ensure your account is in
good standing (or talk to us if there are extenuating circumstances) and come get a pile of books! Bring
a sturdy bag to carry them home and enjoy them through July and August. They will be due back at the
beginning of September.

Field Explorations

Environmental Science 11 has begun its field explorations in Peterson Creek Park and surrounding areas.
We have completed plant surveys in the park, released Coho salmon into Tranquille Creek, and joined
the Green Club tree planting in the Lac Le Jeune area. We are looking forward to many more field days
in the coming month.  Thank you to TRU Mind the Gap and WWF-Canada for helping fund much of our
equipment.

Music

In the Sagebrush Theatre on Wednesday, June 9th our band students will be performing the Quarter
Four Finale Concert.  This will include the Sr. Concert Band, Jazz Band, Holy Saxophony saxophone
quartet, and various small ensembles. The show will be recorded and sent out to parents and students
once it is ready to go.

Sr. Band students will be recording during class time that afternoon, and Jazz Band and other small
ensembles will be recording directly after school and into the early evening.  Students are to wear their
black concert clothing.

Friday, June 18th will be our final Q4 Concert in the Courtyard. The performance will take place at lunch
time that day. All Sta� and Students are encouraged to attend.

Support Safe Grad 2021

Would you like to support the SKSS graduating class of 2021? There’s an easy way to help our grads
fundraise -- through a new bottle return fundraiser at 3 General Grants locations in Kamloops including
the North Shore (Fortune Drive), the Sahali location on Camosun Crescent and the downtown location
on Battle Street. When you return the bottles, please mention you would like funds to go to the SKSS DRY
GRAD 2021 account. Any support is appreciated, and this opportunity will be available until June 15, 2021.
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Student Attendance

Is your student leaving early? Is your student going to be late? Is your student going to miss the entire
day?

If you answered yes to the above questions, please download the School Messenger app.

Students DO NOT NEED TO SIGN IN OR SIGN OUT AT THE OFFICE. All of the attendance monitoring is
done through the School Messenger app.

School Messenger

For your convenience our school has an Attendance App that will simplify reporting student absences,
late arrivals and early dismissals.

● Download School Messenger App for Apple devices, click here.
● Download School Messenger App for Android devices, click here.

Instructional videos for School Messenger, view here.

For helpful instructions on reporting your student absent with school messenger, read more here. You
may also call 1-844-350-2647 to report an absence, late arrivals, or early dismissal.

Please Note: If your student is absent for multiple days, please be sure to email the student's teacher(s)
for any missed school work.

Thank you for your support with the Attendance Reporting System.

MyEdBC – Helpful Hints
Parent Portal:
MyEdBC Password Reset Video MyEdBC Help PDF MyEdBC Forgotten Password

Student Portal:
HELP! I can’t get into MyEdBC!

Frequent problems and their solutions.
Have you ever been in MyEdBC before?

● No. → See Miss Rimmer.
● Yes → See below.

Are you using the right login? Did you check for typos?
firstlegalname.lastlegalname@student.sd73.bc.ca

Are you on the proper login page? 
www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do 

Have you forgotten your password? Did you click the “I forgot my password” button?
● No. → Oops! I forgot about that!
● Yes, but… → keep reading.

Did you use your login ID as your primary email?
● No. → Go use your login ID in the primary email space.
● Yes, but… → keep reading.

Did you forget the answer to your security question?
● Yes. → Go see Miss Rimmer.
● No, but... → It gave me a window with a red bar and a message to see my system administrator. 

→  go see Miss Rimmer.
● No. → I got a window with a green bar that said that a temporary password had been sent to me.

Great! Log in to Student Zimbra to get your new password.

Do you know how to get into Student Zimbra?
● Yes. → Fantastic! Go to it. 
● No. → Go to https://student.sd73.bc.ca/  (googling “Zimbra” won’t work!)

Do you know your Zimbra login information?
● Yes. → You’re a rockstar!
● No. → Use firstname.lastname  and your gedu password.

  MyEd pdf   MyEd Video     Zimbra pdf     Zimbra video

All of the above files can be found in: http://bit.ly/sksshelp
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