
October 2021 Newsletter
Important Dates

October 12………………………………...……………………….4w1 Ends
October 13.………………………………………...........…….4w2 Starts
October 14………………P/T Interviews - Early Dismissal
October 15………………………………...………Photo Retake Day
October 19………………………………...……………..DPAC Meeting
October 20……………………………...………Connections Block
October 21………………..………..……………………….PAC Meeting
October 22……………………………………………..….…….Pro-D Day
October 27……………………………...………Connections Block

November 3.…………………………...………Connections Block
November 4 - 5…………………………….….Prov Assessments
November 10…………………………...………Connections Block
November 11……………………………………Remembrance Day
November 15………………….…....………………..………….4w2 Ends
November 16…………………….....………………...……….4w3 Starts
………………………………...……………………………….....DPAC Meeting
November 17…………………………...………Connections Block
November 24.………………………...………Connections Block
November 25…………………..………...……………….PAC Meeting

December 1..…………………………...………Connections Block
December 2……………………………………....….…..Report Cards
December 6………………………………………....……....….Pro-D Day
December 7 - 16….…………………………….....…….Grad Photos
December 8.…………………………...………Connections Block
December 15…...……………………...………Connections Block
December 16………………………………………....………….4w3 Ends
………………………………………………………………..……...PAC Meeting
December 17………………………………………....………..4w4 Starts
December 20 - January 3 ……………………..Winter Break

January 4...…………………………...………First Day of Classes
January 5…..…………………………...………Connections Block
January 12.……………………………...………Connections Block
January 18……………...………………………………..DPAC Meeting
January 19…..…………………………...………Connections Block
January 20…………………………………………..……..PAC Meeting
January 24 - 26………...Prov Assess. (if missed in Nov)
January 26...…………………………...………Connections Block
January 31 - February 1.………………....……..Grad Retakes

February 1…………………………….....……..Project Completion
……………………...………………………………….…………….S1/4w4 Ends
…………………...…………………………………….………….S2/4w5 Starts
February 2....…………………………...………Connections Block
February 4………………………………………....…………....Pro-D Day
February 9.....…………………………...………Connections Block
February 15………………………………...…………...DPAC Meeting
February 16..…………………………...………Connections Block
February 17………………………………………....……..Report Cards

February 17..………………………………………..……...PAC Meeting
February 21………………………………………....…………Family Day
February 23.…………………………...………Connections Block
February 28 - March 4……………………………Interim Week

March 2….......…………………………...………Connections Block
March 7..……...………………………………...……………….....4w5 Ends
March 8……………………………………………...……………4w6 Starts
March 9.....………………………………...………Connections Block
March 10…………………..P/T Interviews - Early Dismissal
March 15……………...………………………………......DPAC Meeting
March 16.........…………………………...………Connections Block
March 21 - April 1…………………...………………...Spring Break

April 4…….....…………………………...………First Day of Classes
April 6……….....…………………………...………Connections Block
April 7……………..………………………...…..Day of Sucwentwecw
April 13……......…………………………...………Connections Block
April 15…………………...………………………………..…...Good Friday
April 18……………...………………………………...….Easter Monday
April 19………………...………………………………........DPAC Meeting
April 20……......…………………………...………Connections Block
April 21…………………………………………………..……..PAC Meeting
April 22…………………...………………………………...……….4w6 Ends
April 25…..…………………...………………………………...….Pro-D Day
April 26….…………………...………………………………...….4w7 Starts
April 27……......…………………………...………Connections Block
April 28 - 29...………………………………...…..Prov Assessments

May 4...……......…………………………...………Connections Block
May 5.…………………...…………………………………….Report Cards
May 11..……......…………………………...………Connections Block
May 17…………………...………………………………......DPAC Meeting
May 18.……......…………………………...………Connections Block
May 19..…………………………………………………..……..PAC Meeting
May 20…...…………………...………………………………...…..Pro-D Day
May 23…………………...………………………………...…..Victoria Day
May 25……......…………………………...………Connections Block
May 30…….…………………...………………………………...…..4w7 Ends
May 31…...…………………...………………………………...….4w8 Starts

June 1……......……………………………..………Connections Block
June 8.……......…………………………...………Connections Block
June 13 - 15.…...……………Prov Assess. (if missed in Apr)
June 15……......…………………………...………Connections Block
June 16...………………………………………………..…….PAC Meeting
June 21………………...…………………………………...DPAC Meeting
June 28….....………………………………...…..Project Completion
June 29.….....………………………………...…..Project Completion
….…….….....………………………………...………….………...S2/4w8 Ends
June 30……...……………………………...………….………...Admin Day
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Principal’s Message

As we move into October we are now at a point where routines are in place and all of our classes are
settled in for what is sure to be a great semester and a school year on our campus! I always give thanks
in advance to all of our sta� who did an outstanding job of welcoming our Titan’s back and more
importantly rolling out the red carpet for all of our grade 8’s as we welcome them to their new home for
the next five years. Our current enrollment is at 941 students which also includes 31 International
students representing nine di�erent countries from around the world. It is indeed exciting to have them
join our classes and contribute to the diverse learning that is taking place in our school.

The week of Sept. 27th to Oct. 1st brought many opportunities for teaching and learning as our school
focused on Truth and Reconciliation week as part of our on-going commitment to the reconciliation
process both as a school community and as global citizens. Students and sta� participated in many
activities highlighted by drumming, making medicine pouches and constructing a school wide “witness
blanket”. Many thanks to all of our sta� who helped coordinate and support our students throughout
the week and to rea�rm our commitment to listen, learn, reflect and support positive actions in support
of our friends and families within the Tk’emlups te Secwepemc community and all first nations
communities throughout Canada.

Connections block is returning to SKSS! I am very happy to announce that we have been given
permission from the Supt’s o�ce to once again implement and proceed with our SKSS Connections
block every Wednesday starting on October 20th. Connections is an early dismissal day every
Wednesday that starts at 2:12 followed by 50 minutes where students can receive tutorial support within
their subject area(s) from department sta� members that rotate through a support schedule to meet
the needs of our learners. Students can also be referred to Connections by their classroom teacher for
additional support, so please be mindful of this if you are wanting to pick up your child at 2:12. Teacher
referrals take precedent over early parent pickup times on these days. Sta� that are not providing
classroom support will be working within their Professional Learning Community on such topics as:
classroom pedagogy, assessment, project planning or our SKSS school learning plan. Over the next
week, the tutorial sessions from each dept. will be posted both in classes and on our website. I am very
happy that we are able to re-introduce our Connections block to support our students and our sta�
PLC. Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any further questions about SKSS Connections.
Busses will continue to depart at the same time after school so it will be important to discuss
Wednesday pick-up times with your son/daughter if they wish to go home early on those days.

It is at this time of the year that I always like to remind our school community, particularly our new
grade 8 students, of the importance of being involved on our campus. Whether it be athletics, fine arts
or the various clubs that we have at SKSS, it is important for students to be involved in more than just
their four courses. Even during these unique times, our goal still continues to have a high level of
student engagement in all areas of our school. Positive outcomes related to health, stress reduction
and overall happiness at school can be attributed to extra-curricular participation. Get involved and be
a proud Titan!
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As our students settle into their studies and our sta� focus on our school goals for 2021/22, I want to
once again share with you our two goals that are the framework for our five year SKSS School Learning
Plan- 2017-2022. Our goals are as follows:

1. SKSS students will demonstrate growth in the Thinking, Communication and Personal/Social
Competencies.

2. SKSS students will increase their sense of pride and responsibility within our school and the wider
community.

As a sta�, we want to ensure the most optimal learning environment for all of our students and we
believe these goals provide us with a strong foundation to accomplish this moving forward. Our
up-to-date SKSS School Learning Plan can be found on our website for you to review. As this is the last
year of our current plan, I will be reaching out to you for feedback as we start our consultation process
in February with regards to our new 2022-2027 plan.

In addition, we have also posted, throughout our school, our SKSS Behaviour Matrix that was created
with input from our students, sta� and greater community. This co-created document defines who and
what we are as Titans both on our campus and within our community. I am very proud of the e�orts
from everyone who contributed to this school-wide implementation.

My October “Titans” call-out is an easy one. To our 941 students and 73 sta� members, I want to thank
you all for a smooth and easy start up for this school year. There were, and continue to be, many
logistical and health and safety items that we needed to collectively work through to get our classes
and school up and running. I can't say enough nice things about our sta� and students who made this
happen in such an easy manner. It is another great example of the mutual respect and spirit of a "Titan"
and I want our entire community to know how much it is appreciated and valued!!

Parents/guardians will see interim reports arriving home throughout this week: Oct.4th-8th. This is
all in preparation for our parent/teacher interviews scheduled for Oct. 14th from 2:30 to 4:30 and
5:30-7:30. The on-line scheduler will be sent home later today for parents to sign up for a 10 minute
meeting time. Our P/T interviews will be done remotely by either telephone or by zoom. Your
son/daughter’s individual teacher will confirm this with you prior to Oct. 14th. In the spirit of health and
safety, we are trying to limit community tra�c and face to face contact within our school and that is
why we will use a remote model until the current health order allows for a parent/guardian return to our
campus for meetings. Please note that our sta� are always available by email. Please visit our school
website at: www.skss.sd73.bc.ca for the list of our sta� email addresses.

A friendly reminder to our parents that our next PAC meeting is on October 21st at 7:00pm via zoom.
This particular meeting will involve two significant items: determining our 21/22 SKSS PAC Executive and
the review of our sta� applications for PAC funding for 2021/22. We had a fabulous zoom meeting to
start the year in September with several new families in attendance and I look forward to seeing more of
you at the October zoom meeting. All of our PAC information and meeting items are located on our
SKSS website. All interested parents are invited to attend these meetings to be a part of our collective
planning which further supports all of our students at SKSS.

Sincerely, Mr. W Kirschner- Principal
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SKSS PAC

The next PAC meeting will be held on Thursday, October 21st at 7pm via Zoom. See our PAC page for
more information.

Medical Alerts

There are students in school, with conditions that are physician diagnosed and potentially life
threatening that may require emergency care by school sta�.

Life Threatening Conditions Include:
■ Diabetes
■ Epilepsy/Seizure disorder
■ Anaphylaxis and/or history of severe allergic reaction
■ Severe asthma
■ Blood clotting disorders such as hemophilia
■ Other conditions which may require emergency care.

If your child has been diagnosed with any of the above conditions, please ensure you have completed a
Medical Alert Planning Form or an Anaphylactic Student Emergency Procedure Plan Form. If you have
not completed a form for the 2021-22 school year, please do so as quickly as possible. Forms are
available from the o�ce or download here: Anaphylactic Student Emergency Procedure Plan Form
Medical Alert Planning Form and Administering Medication Form.

Student Attendance

Is your student leaving early? Is your student going to be late? Is your student going to miss the entire
day?
If you answered yes to the above questions, please download the School Messenger app.

Students DO NOT NEED TO SIGN IN OR SIGN OUT AT THE OFFICE. All of the attendance monitoring is
done through the School Messenger app.

School Messenger
For your convenience our school has an Attendance App that will simplify reporting student absences,
late arrivals and early dismissals.
·         Download School Messenger App for Apple devices, click here.
·         Download School Messenger App for Android devices, click here.

Instructional videos for School Messenger, view here.

For helpful instructions on reporting your student absent with school messenger, read more here. You
may also call 1-844-350-2647 to report an absence, late arrivals, or early dismissal.

Please Note: The cuto� to report is 9:45am. If your student is absent for multiple days, please be sure to
email the student's teacher(s) for any missed school work.

Thank you for your support with the Attendance Reporting System

Page | 4
821 Munro Street, Kamloops, BC V2C 3E9 Phone (250) 374-1405  ●   Fax (250) 377-2250

https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/parents-students-support-help/parent-advisory-council--pac-.aspx
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/SKSS-foms/Medical-Alert---Anaphylactic-Emergency-Plan-Form.pdf
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/SKSS-foms/Medical-Alert-Planning-Form.pdf
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/SKSS-foms/Medical-Form-2---Administration-of-Medication.pdf
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/attendance-reporting.aspx
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolmessenger-infocenter/id978894818
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.schoolmessenger.recipient
https://vimeo.com/180768415
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/resources/School-Messenger-Instructions/School-Messenger-App-Instructions.pdf
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/teachers-and-staff.aspx
https://skss.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/teachers-and-staff.aspx


Transportation Assistance

Transportation Assistance may be granted in accordance with the Public School Act to parents/legal
guardians whose situation qualifies as follows:

·   Distance to designated school for that attendance area is more than 4.8 km; or
·   Distance to bus route is more than 3.2 km

Application forms are available at the school o�ce or download here Transportation Assistance Form.
A reminder to all students who are eligible for School District #73 Transportation Assistance that a new
application form must be completed each year.

DELF Info

Terry Fox Run Update

Thank you to all of our students and sta� that walked, jogged, and ran for the Terry Fox Run.  As a
school we raised just over $1000 for the Terry Fox Foundation and cancer research!  Mrs. McRae’s class
brought in the most money and won a pizza party.  Way to go!!  Hopefully we'll be able to get back to our
normal school wide run next year!
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Art Club

Join us Thursdays for an open studio and make some art!
SKSS Art Room 117, 3-5pm

Open to all South Kamloops Secondary Students

From the Classroom

Theo Taylor - Grade 8 French Immersion Science having a staring competition
with Cob the corn snake.

Mr. Barker's Leadership class and Ms.
Rusk's Social Studies 9 classes working
together to make Medicine Pouch Kits
to be distributed to identifying
indigenous children throughout the
school district in October.
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