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GENERAL STUDENT INFORMATION
COURSE CHANGES

GRADE 8 REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
1.
2.
3.

4.
*Note:

Take all attached forms home.
Discuss with parent(s)/guardian(s) and
decide what you would like to take.
Complete the Course Selection Sheet,
the Internet Access Agreement, the
Freedom of Information Form, the
Health Questionnaire and Demographic
forms.
Return the completed and signed forms
to your grade seven teacher on or
before the due date indicated.

During scheduled transition meetings for grade
sevens, the following topics are covered:
- Course Selection
- Timetable Rotation
- Expectations in High School
If your child did not attend one of these
meetings, the same information is available
through their high school counsellor.

FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAMME
Grade 8/9
Sc. Humaines
Mathématiques
Sc. Naturelles
Français Langue

Grade 10
Sc. Humaines
Sc. Naturelles
Français Langue

Grade 11
Français Langue
Sciences Humaines

Grade 12
Français Langue

We hope that you will choose your elective
courses carefully. In special cases, your
counsellor may consider a request for a course
change if this is made early in the semester;
however, these changes are dependent on
available spaces in classes. Some classes may
be cancelled due to insufficient enrolment.
If you wish to meet with a counsellor, please
make an appointment in the Counselling Office.
Don’t hesitate to ask for help – it is available.
Parent inquiries are always welcome.

STUDENT SERVICES
COUNSELLING SERVICES
This is a student-centered service. Students are
encouraged to see a counsellor for help with:
1. Personal and interpersonal difficulties
2. Timetable and course plans
3. Future education and vocational
planning, and
4. Liaison with Community Agencies
Counsellors are usually at school prior to
Labour Day weekend and are available to help
students before the beginning of school.
.
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND LEARNING
ASSISTANCE
South Kamloops Secondary School offers an
extensive framework of programs and services
to students. These programs are available to
students needing extra time and assistance as
well as students identified as having special
needs.
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NEW CURRICULUM INFO

Today we live in a state of constant change. It
is a technology-rich world, where
communication is instant and information is
immediately accessible. The way we interact
with each other personally, socially, and at
work has changed forever. Knowledge is
growing and information is changing extremely
quickly, creating new possibilities. This is the
world our students are entering.
British Columbia’s curriculum is being
modernized to respond to this demanding
world. To develop new models, the Ministry
consulted with education experts both locally
and internationally. They agree that to prepare
students for the future, the curriculum must be
student-centred and flexible, and maintain a
focus on literacy and math skills, while
supporting deeper learning.
What and how we teach our students has been
redesigned to provide greater flexibility for
teachers, while allowing space and time for
students to develop their skills and explore
their passions and interests. The deep
understanding and application of knowledge is
at the centre of the new model, as opposed to
the memory and recall of facts that previously
shaped education around the globe for many
decades.
Our new curriculum maintains a focus on
sound foundations of literacy and math skills.
Every student will continue to be connected to
the basics of reading, writing and math. These
critical skills are the foundation of B.C.’s
education system, and are a key component of
developing an educated citizen.
B.C. students are at the centre of these
changes, and ensuring their success continues
to be our driving force.

KEY FEATURES

Essential learning, literacy and math skills are
the foundation of our new curriculum. All three
features contribute to deeper learning.
Core Competencies
The core competencies are the intellectual,
personal, and social skills that all students
need to develop for success in life beyond
school. B.C. has identified three core
competencies as essential for all learners:
•
•
•

Communication
Critical and Creative Thinking
Personal and social competency

Core competencies are directly related to
students becoming educated citizens.
Literacy and Numeracy Skills Foundations
Literacy is the ability to understand, critically
analyze, and create a variety of forms of
communication, including oral, written, visual,
digital, and multimedia, to accomplish one’s
goals. Literacy helps students apply reading,
writing, speaking and listening skills across a
variety of subject areas.
Numeracy is the ability to understand and
apply mathematical concepts, processes, and
skills to solve problems and make decisions in
a variety of situations, including real-life
scenarios. Numeracy assessment looks at
learning which has taken place throughout the
student’s education, not only in mathematics,
but across various subjects.
Literacy and numeracy skills are fundamental
to all learning. While they are commonly
associated with language learning and
mathematics, literacy and numeracy skills are
applied in all areas of learning.
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Concept-Based, Competency-Driven
Curriculum
B.C.’s new curriculum brings together two
features that most educators agree are
essential for 21st-century learning: a conceptbased approach to learning and a focus on the
development of competencies, to foster
deeper, more transferable learning.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

These approaches complement each other
because of their common focus on active
engagement of students. Deeper learning is
better achieved through “doing” than through
passive listening or reading. Similarly, both
concept-based learning and the development
of competencies engage students in authentic
tasks that connect learning to the real world.
Flexible Learning Environments
Learning can take place anywhere, not just in
classrooms. Many schools and teachers create
learning environments that explore the use of
time and space in creative ways. The
integration of areas of learning and technology
also have opened the door for teachers and
schools to approach the use of time and space
in creative ways – ways that adapt to students’
needs and interests.
Although the learning standards are described
within areas of learning, there is no
requirement for teachers to organize
classrooms, schools or instruction in this
manner. In effect, the Ministry of Education
defines the “what” to teach but not the “how” to
organize the time, space or methods to teach
it.
The focus on personalization and the flexible
structure of the curriculum support the
configuration of combined grade
classrooms. Classes of students of more than
one grade provide opportunities for teachers to
develop a mindset that sees all the students as
a group of learners with a range of needs and
interests. Multi-grade programs should find a
comfortable fit with the curriculum.
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PATHWAYS IN MATHEMATICS: GRADES 8 to 12

Math 8 and 9

GRADE 10

GRADE 11

GRADE 12

Workplace Mathematics 10

Workplace Mathematics 11

Foundations of Math/Pre-Calculus
10

Foundations of
Mathematics 11

Foundations of
Mathematics 12

Pre-Calculus
Math 11

Pre-Calculus
Math 12

Calculus 12
Although there is the possibility that students can transition from course to course, the bolded arrows indicate that extra work must be
completed prior to enrolling in the course
5

COURSES at SKSS
ENGLISH
ENGLISH 8
(MEN--08)

This program is designed to connect students
with diverse texts that develop their
appreciation of language as a source of
creativity, joy, and understanding of
themselves and their world. First People’s
literature will form an important component in
the development of an appreciation for
influences involved in the construction of
texts. Students will develop purposeful use of
language through work with a variety of
sentence and paragraph structures and a
growing appreciation for how literary elements,
techniques and devices are used to enhance
and shape meaning. They will have the
opportunities to practice and present their
understanding through preparation and
presentation of a variety of written and oral
texts.
ENGLISH 9
(MEN--09)

Prerequisite: English 8
In English 9, students will continue to connect
with diverse texts that develop their
appreciation of language as a source of
creativity, joy and understanding of themselves
and their world. Analysis of texts will include
First People’s texts and an increased focus on
the role of multiple perspectives in extending
thinking and on synthesis of meaning in the
construction of new understanding. Work with
a variety of sentence and paragraph structures
will involve an increased focus on use of
literary elements, techniques, and devices to

enhance and shape meaning. Students will
have opportunities to practice and
present their understanding through
preparation and presentation of written and oral
texts.
To review the new standards of learning
standards beyond this course summary.
Please open this link for more details
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

MATH
MATHEMATICS 8 (MMA--08) or
MATHÉMATIQUES 8 (FMTHF08)
Math 8 is designed to develop numeracy skills by
combining mathematical knowledge,
communication skills, problem solving, connecting
ideas, reasoning, mental math, estimation,
visualization, and the use of technology. Students
will construct their own meaning out of
mathematics, understand math in meaningful
contexts, and learn to move from concrete to
abstract ideas by linking concrete, pictorial, and
symbolic concepts.

Topics covered in Math 8 include:
• Operations with Integers and Fractions
• Proportions, Rates, Ratios, Percent
• Pythagorean Theorem
• Perfect Squares and Cubes
• Surface Area and Volume
• Linear Relations
6

•
•
•

Probability and Central Tendency
Algebra
Finance

Students will engage in a variety of individual
and group learning activities and will
demonstrate their understanding of concepts in
a variety of ways.
Materials: multi-line calculator

MATHEMATICS 9 (MMA--09) or
MATHÉMATIQUES 9 (FMTHF09)
Prerequisite: Math 8
Math 9 develops the math concepts and thinking
skills from the grade eight curriculum. Students
provide explanantions, draw to represent their
thinking, engage in experiences with concrete
materials, visualize, and discuss their thinking in
order to create deeper understanding. Students
learn to be investigative thinkers, and build
perseverance through solving challenging
problems.

Topics covered in Math 9 include:
• Operations with Rational Numbers
• Polynomials
• Equation Solving
• Exponent Laws
• Linear Relations (graphing, table of
values)
• Scale and Similarity
• Statistics (analysis of data in social
media)
• Finance Literacy (banking and
budgeting)

Junior math emphasizes the learning of
algebraic and problem-solving techniques to
enhance the development of core and
curricular competencies.
Should I repeat a course?
If you ever took swim lessons, you likely
remember having to take some levels more
than once. Mathematical skill acquisition is
similar. As a student’s gaps in knowledge
accumulate, their ability to be successful in the
next course weakens with feelings of “drowning
in math” coming. It is important we
acknowledge and address these gaps in
accumulated knowledge. Here are some
options:
1. Upgrade the mark: Retake the class at SKSS
(ideal) or summer school (not ideal but better
than not). Employ a tutor or use peer tutoring for
the second time through.
2. Switch math pathway: The Workplace stream
allows students who struggle in math to
graduate and continue with their true passions.
If university is a definite must to work towards
but mathematics is a struggle, the Foundations
stream may be an option. Students can apply to
TRU programs, for example, that do not require
first year calculus, using Foundations.

View the learning standards for junior
mathematics courses:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Students will engage in a variety of individual
and group learning activities and will
demonstrate their understanding of concepts in
a variety of ways.
Materials: multi-line calculator
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SCIENCE
SCIENCE 8 (MSC--08) or SCIENCES
NATURELLES 8 (FSCF--08)
The Science 8 course is the first formal
introduction to science for most students. This
course is offered in both English and French.
In this course students will investigate cells and
cell theory, the immune system and
microorganisms, atoms and the behaviour of
matter, electromagnetic radiation and optics,
and plate tectonics including the formation of
local geological features. Students will practice
the scientific method and may have an
opportunity to explore a topic of interest
through a science fair project.
SCIENCE 9 (MMA--09) or SCIENCES
NATURELLES 9 (FSCF--09)
Prerequisite: Science 8 or Sciences Naturelles 8
This course emphasizes an investigative
approach to the following topics: sexual and
asexual reproduction, the periodic table of
elements, physical and chemical properties of
compounds, electrical energy, nutrient cycles
and interconnections in Earth’s systems, and
sustainability. Students will explore a topic in
science via a guided scientific inquiry with a
focus on research and citations.
To review the new standards of learning
beyond this course summary. Please
open this link for more details
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

SOCIAL STUDIES
SOCIAL STUDIES 8 (MSS--08) or

technological innovations; philosophical and
cultural shifts; interactions and exchanges of
resources, ideas, arts, and culture between
and among different civilizations; exploration,
expansion, and colonization; and changes in
population and living standards will be
examined. This all will be examined through
the time-period of the 7th Century to 1750.
Students will develop their inquiry, document
analysis, and oral/written communication skills.
Students will be interpreting evidence,
assessing continuity and change, considering
perspective, understanding cause and
consequence, and making ethical judgements
of various events within the given time-period.
Topics may include: World Religions; feudal
societal structures and rights in Europe:
Crusades, Reformation and CounterReformation, Renaissance and Enlightenment;
Arab world and Islamic Golden Age (e.g. the
diffusion of arts and mathematics); Medieval
Ages in India, China, and Japan; European
(Portuguese, Spanish, British) navigation tools
and locations; and Conflict and Contact in the
Americas including impact on indigenous
civilizations.

SOCIAL STUDIES 9 (MSS--08) or
SCIENCES HUMAINES 9 (FSCHF09)
Prerequisite: Social Studies 8 or Sciences
Humaines 8
Topics may include: French Revolution,
Russian Revolution, Industrial Revolution;
Imperialism and Colonialism; the Indigenous
Peoples in Canada and the World; Examination
of discriminatory policies in Canada and the
World; Nationalism and Nation Building in
Canada and the World; Local, Regional and
Global conflicts: The Great War; and
Geography-Canadian Regions.

SCIENCES HUMAINES 8 (FSCHF09)
Themes of social, political, and economic
systems and structures, including those of at
least one indigenous civilization; scientific and
8

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH
EDUCATION
PHYSICAL & HEALTH EDUCATION 8
(MPHE-08)

PHE 8 is a co-ed class.
Physical and Health Education (PHE) is a
compulsory course designed to develop
educated citizens who have the knowledge,
skills, and understandings they need to be
safe, active, and healthy citizens throughout
their lives. PHE curriculum focuses on
competencies that support life-long learning—
competencies that can contribute to personal
lives and career aspirations.
A focus will be on daily participation in different
types of physical activities that influences our
physical literacy and personal health and
fitness goals and how lifelong participation in
physical activity has many benefits and is an
essential part of a healthy lifestyle.
PHE classes will have an emphasis on
fundamental skill development in a variety of
sports. An introduction to the value of fitness
and methodology to develop and maintain
physical conditioning will be taught.
Students will reflect on how healthy choices
influence our physical, emotional, and mental
well-being with an emphasis on the
consequences of bullying, stereotyping, and
discrimination.
PHYSICAL & HEALTH EDUCATION 9
(MPHE-09)

Prerequisite: PE 8
PHE 9 is a co-ed class.
Physical and Health Education (PHE) is a
compulsory course designed to develop
educated citizens who have the knowledge,
skills, and understandings they need to be
safe, active, and healthy citizens throughout
their lives. PHE curriculum focuses on
competencies that support life-long learning—
competencies that can contribute to personal
lives and career aspirations.

A focus will be on daily participation in different
types of physical activities that influences our
physical literacy and personal health and
fitness goals and how lifelong participation in
physical activity has many benefits and is an
essential part of a healthy lifestyle.
PHE classes will have an emphasis on refining
skill development and introducing basic
strategies in a variety of sports. Make
connections between life-long physical fitness
and good health. An introduction to basic
physiology will be taught.
Students will reflect on how healthy choices
influence our physical, emotional, and mental
well-being with an emphasis on healthy sexual
decision making.
To review the new standards of learning
beyond this course summary. Please
open this link for more details
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

HEALTH AND CAREER
EDUCATION
The aim of Health and Career Education 8 & 9
is to provide students with the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes that will assist them in
making informed decisions related to their
health, their education, and their future careers.
Both are provincially required courses, but they
are delivered differently.
Health and Career Education 8 is one
component of Mosaic Fine Arts 8.
Health and Career Education 9 is integrated
into English, Social Studies, Science and
Physical & Health Education classes
throughout the year.
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To review the new standards of learning
beyond this course summary. Please
open this link for more details
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

navigate the path of building blocks required in
the acquisition of a second language and in the
choices they make to present their learning.
Personal and social competencies are
enhanced through coursework that requires
frequent interaction with classmates in a safe
and respectful environment. Regardless of
ability, all efforts to speak and communicate in
the French 8 classroom are honoured.
FRANÇAIS LANGUE 8 (French Immersion)
(FFRAL08)

The following gym strip and materials are to be
supplied by all students: gym shoes, gym shorts
or sweat bottoms, gym shirt or sweat top, and a
lock for the gym locker.

LANGUAGES

In this course, critical and creative thinking
skills will be developed as students
analyze, interpret and respond critically to
various texts. Students will analyse elements
in novels, Aboriginal and other legends, in
order to understand their messages and
supporting ideas. They will organize ideas
logically in order to write coherent texts that
follow a specific structure. Students will review
and understand the value of tenses and
grammar concepts under study, in order to use
them appropriately and to enrich oral and
written communication. Personal and social
competencies will be enhanced through
communication activities that promote verbal
and non-verbal communication skills and
registers of language such as
formal, informal and colloquial speech.

CORE FRENCH 8 (English Program)
(MFR--08)

The French 8 program offers students their first
experience at a more intensive study of the
language. Students begin by learning basic
pronunciation and the connections between
pronunciation and spelling. They proceed to a
study of the curricular competencies which
include learning basic sentence structures,
giving opinions, making comparisons and
telling a narrative, all of which require the
acquisition of theme based vocabulary. Each
unit of the course allows students to
personalize their learning within the themes
presented, and to share their views and
interests with their peers. Critical and creative
thinking skills are developed as students

CORE FRENCH 9 (English Program)
(MFR--09)

Prerequisite: French 8
The French 9 program builds upon the
fundamentals introduced in French 8; thus, the
completion of Core French 8 as a prerequisite
is highly recommended. By the end of French
9, students will be able to narrate stories, make
comparisons and contrasts, and participate in
short and simple conversations on topics of
interest using the past, present, and future
tenses. Inquiry into Francophone cultural
practices and how they compare to those of
family and community continues at the French
9 level. These curricular competencies will be
developed through the study of theme
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based vocabulary and practice, both of which
demand critical thinking skills. Presentations of
learning provide a creative outlet for students
to share their newly acquired language skills.
FRANÇAIS LANGUE 9 (French Immersion)
(FFRAL09)

Prerequisite: Français Langue 8
In this course, critical and creative thinking
skills will be further developed as students
continue to analyze, interpret and respond
critically to various texts including novels,
fables, and Aboriginal and Francophone
stories. They will write narrative texts with
appropriate dialogue structures and descriptive
sequences including an introduction, body and
conclusion. Students will review and
understand the value of tenses and grammar
concepts under study, in order to use them
appropriately, enriching their oral and written
communication skills. They will apply specific
grammar concepts to improve
coherence, flow and quality. Personal and
social competencies will be enhanced through
communication activities that take into
consideration other people’s
experiences, perspectives and values.

Students planning to enrol in post-secondary
degree programs following grade 12 should
check the second language requirement for the
institution and program they have in mind.
Counsellors can help you with this. A second
language is not required for graduation, but
may be required by specific post secondary
institutions for specific programs.

JAPANESE 9
(MJA--09)

Prerequisite: none
Japanese 9 is an introductory course and is
open to students with no previous Japanese
instruction. This course provides an alternate
foreign language for students and promotes
awareness of a uniquely different culture. The
language skills of reading and writing Hiragana
and introductory Kanji will be taught, while
listening and speaking Japanese will be
emphasized. Students will be taught how to
recognize Japanese sounds and characters,
deriving meaning from a variety of textual and
aural sources, while developing strategies to
increase understanding. Students will also
acquire an awareness of the Japanese culture
through customs and manners, as well as
culinary, visual, performing and martial arts,
while comparing these all these aspects of
Japanese culture to similar traditions of
Canada's First Peoples.
SECWEPEMCTSÍN 8/9 (SHUSWAP
LANGUAGE)
(MSWP-08 & MSWP-09)

Open to grade 8 & 9 students.
This course provides an opportunity for
students either to begin or to continue
Secwepemctsίn instruction. Students will not
only learn and practice their oral language
skills, but they will also learn about
Secwepemc culture, communities, history and
traditions. Students will enhance their
Secwepemctsίn vocabulary and sentence
development, participate in conversations, and
begin to learn how to write the Secwepemctsίn
language.
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APPLIED DESIGN, SKILLS
AND TECHNOLOGIES
Students take 4 modules including Food
Studies, Career Education, Woodwork &
Metalwork
Enhancement Fee: $20

MOSAIC APPLIED SKILLS 8:

concepts such as self awareness, growth mindset,
motivation and digital literacy.

3. ADST: WOODWORK 8
(MADW-08)

Students in Woodwork 8 are given a chance to
use a variety of tools and equipment,
including stationary power equipment and hand
tools to develop woodworking techniques.
4. ADST: METALWORK 8
(MADM-08)

1. ADST: FOOD STUDIES 8
(MADFS08)

This course introduces students to kitchen
equipment, sanitation, nutrition & basic cooking
skills. Students analyze how social factors
impact personal food choice and how First
Peoples food use has changed over
time. Students will design, test & evaluate their
food products using appropriate equipment and
various cooking techniques. They will reflect on
the effects of removing or substituting
ingredients in terms of nutritional profile, food
quality and taste. Students must be willing to
work cooperatively in groups, clean up and
complete written assignments as part of the
course.

Technology education gives students a chance
to use hand and power tools safely. Students
will design and build small projects with
metal and develop safe and competent work
practices.

VISUAL ARTS ELECTIVES
GRADE 8 STUDENTS

2. CAREER EDUCATION 8
(MCE--08)

As a student in grade 8, you might have started to
reflect or think about your strengths, interests,
passions, skills and things that motivate you. As
you mature and learn more about yourself, these
traits will be essential as you begin to enter the job
market. The Career Education 8 curriculum assists
in building a foundation for the Career Life
Education stream at SKSS, including Career Life
Education 10, Career Life Connections 12 and our
Work Experience 12 program. Students will
develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes, which
will assist them in making informed decisions as
they plan future education and career paths. In
Career Education 8, students begin to explore

The Big Ideas are:
• Creative growth requires patience,
readiness to take risks, and willingness
to try new approaches.
• Individual and collective expression can
be achieved through the arts.
• Dance, drama, music, and visual arts
are each unique languages for creating
and communicating
• Artists often challenge the status quo
and open us to new perspectives and
experiences.
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MOSAIC FINE ARTS 8:
Students take 4 modules including Art,
Drama, Information Technology & Textiles

VISUAL ARTS 8
(MVA--08)

The art component includes drawing, painting,
clay and mixed media. The curriculum focuses
on a variety of the elements/principles of art
and design. Assignments will provide
personalized learning opportunities to engage
and motivate students.
Exploring and creating - Create artistic works
collaboratively and as an individual using ideas
inspired by imagination, inquiry,
experimentation, and purposeful play.
Reasoning and reflecting - Respond to works
of art using one’s knowledge of the world
Communicating and documenting - Take
creative risks to express feelings, ideas, and
experiences.
DRAMA 8
(MDR--08)

This course is part of an introductory course
which exposes students to three elective areas
throughout a semester. Students are
introduced to basic stage directions and
terminology, improvisation, movement, voice,
character, theatre games, and scriptwriting.
Students will work both individually and
collaboratively using ideas inspired by
imagination, inquiry, experimentation, and
purposeful play.

possibly 3D animation. (based on time
constraints).
ADST: TEXTILES 8
(MADT-08TEX)

Prerequisite: None
In Textiles 8 students will begin to develop their
skills with sewing machines and patterns.
Students will explore techniques for producing
and repairing textiles items along with an
examination of personal factors on textile
choices including colour, culture, and selfexpression. There will also be a look at the role
of textiles in First Peoples culture. This course
is part of the grade 8 ADST rotation.

Instrument Rental
$100 per year or $50 per quarter/semester

CONCERT BAND 8B – Beginner
(MMUBB-08-BB)

If you want to begin understanding musical
language in a fun setting, then this course is for
you! Students do not need musical experience
and will be taught the fundamentals of reading
music notation and playing a concert band
instrument. Beginning concert band
instruments include: flute, clarinet, alto
saxophone, tenor saxophone, trumpet,
trombone, baritone, bass, and percussion.
CONCERT BAND 8A – Advanced
(MMUAB-08)

ADST: INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 8

Pre-Requisite: One year band experience on
instrament

The computer component includes an
introduction to correct keyboarding, formatting,
graphic design, video editing, web design,
desktop publishing, resource research, online
digital literacy - by identifying the personal,
social, and environmental impacts, and

Continue your musical development in a fun
setting! Students wishing to take this course
must have at least one year of elementary
band experience and need to understand the
basic rudiments of music reading. Students will
develop an understanding and appreciation for
a variety of musical styles, contribute to the

(MADDL08IT)

13

community’s musical life, and perform music
demonstrating mastery of relevant technical
and musical skills.
CHOIR 8-12
(MMU--08CHO)

Prerequisite: None
In this choir course, students will have an
opportunity to experience a variety of
languages and musical styles. Basic music
reading skills will be taught with the purpose of
moving from unison style singing with
accompaniment to three and four part singing
acapella (voice only).

year. Exceptions will only be made with the
teacher’s permission.
*Special Note: If enrolment allows, Jr. and Sr.
Jazz Band classes will run as two separate
courses. If there is one band, enrolment will be
capped according to proper jazz band
instrumentation, and senior students will be
given enrolment priority.

ADDITIONAL FINE ARTS
ELECTIVES
JAZZ BAND 8-12
(MMU--08JB)

Prerequisite: Previous concert band experience
Corequisite: Concert Band
NOTE: The jazz band course is a linear course
which runs outside of the timetable either
before or after school twice per week. This
course is an additional 9th course.
Instrument choices are saxophone, trumpet,
trombone, bass, piano, or drum set, and
students must have previous experience on
the instrument they would be playing in this
class.

This is a high-performance enrichment course
for students who have had solid success on
their instrument in previous concert band
classes. It is designed to introduce students to
concepts of commercial musical styles
including Swing, Jazz, Rock, Latin, Dixieland,
and Jazz Ballads. Students will also develop
improvisation skills (creating a solo over a set
chord progression). Students must be
registered in Concert Band in the same school

GRADE 9 ELECTIVE
COURSES
THEATRE ARTS CORE COMPETENCIES:
COMMUNICATION - drama uses a unique
sensory language for creating and
communicating.
THINKING - identity is explored, expressed,
and impacted through drama experiences.
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY collaborative drama experiences can build
community and nurture relationships with
others.
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY - drama provides
opportunities to gain insight into perspectives
and experiences of people from a variety of
times, place, and cultures.
DRAMA 9
(MDR--09)

This is a full semester course which combines
basic skill building exercises and theatre
games with improvisation and formal
performance work where students will take
14

creative risks to experience and express
thoughts, emotions, and meaning. Other areas
of study include stage terminology, basic
scenic design, scriptwriting, movement and
dance, and acting styles, techniques and
genres. The new curriculum core
competencies require drama students to use
creative processes to explore and create
reason and reflect, communicate and
document, and connect and expand. There is
no prerequisite.
VISUAL ARTS 9

(MVA--09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $20.00
This course is the foundation course in art. Its
goals include skill development and art
appreciation. Assignments are sequential in
nature, building upon acquired strengths and
creative maturity. Art 9 is a studio based art
course which includes drawing, painting,
printmaking, sculpture and the creative use of
mixed mediums. Aspects of art history,
contemporary art, reasoned art criticism and art
careers are also accommodated in the course.
Advanced work will be available to meet the
needs of serious students.
Art Note: Students in all art classes may be
expected to keep a working sketchbook for
preliminary work on projects and drawings. All
of the courses may require extra time outside
of prescribed class time.

CONCERT BAND 9
(MMU—09)

Prerequisite: Previous concert band
experience (at least one year)
This course builds upon previous musical
knowledge and is generally for students in
Grade 9. Students will develop an
understanding and appreciation for a variety of
musical styles, contribute to the community’s
musical life, and perform music demonstrating
mastery of relevant technical and musical
skills.
JAZZ BAND 8-12
(MMU--09-JB)

Prerequisite: Previous concert band experience
Corequisite: Concert Band
NOTE: The Jazz Band course is a linear course
which will run outside the regular school day either
before or after school twice per week.
This course is an additional 9th course.

NOTE: Students MUST be registered in
Concert Band in the same school year.
Instrument choices are saxophone, trumpet,
trombone, bass, piano, or drum set, and
students must have previous experience on
their instrument.
This is an enrichment course for junior band
students who have had solid success on their
instrument in previous concert band classes. It
is designed to introduce students to concepts
of commercial musical styles including Swing,
Jazz, Rock, Latin, Dixieland, and Jazz Ballads.
Students will also develop improvisation skills
(creating a solo over a set chord progression).

CHOIR 8-12
(MMU--09CHO)

Fine Art
Prerequisite: None

ADST: PROGRAMMING & CODING 9

In this choir course students will have an
opportunity to experience a variety of
languages and musical styles. Basic music
reading skills will be taught with the purpose of
moving from unison style singing with
accompaniment to three and four part singing
acapella (voice only).

Prerequisite: None

(MADIT09COM)

Computer Studies 9 provides instruction in a
wide variety of computer
applications. Students will develop and
enhance word processing skills, and be
introduced to databases, desktop publishing,
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computer graphics, digital applications, digital
cameras, scanners, multi-media presentations,
and web page design. This will be a projectbased course. Students will be introduced to
concepts, given the opportunity to learn
through doing, and then create work to share
with the teacher and class. This course may
contain units on computer programming and
web design.

program their robots. Video Game design will
allow students to learn a programming
language and will have made fully functioning
computer games in both 2D and 3D.

ADST: COMPUTER ANIMATION 9

In Textiles 9 students will further develop their
skills with sewing machines, sergers and
patterns. Students will examine strategies for
using and modifying patterns of their choice as
well as facilitator choices. Examination of social
factors on textile choices including origins,
uses and care. There will also be a look at the
role of textiles in First Peoples culture. This
course quite often gets combined with other
grades so there is a lot of opportunity to
explore and develop your own projects.
Students will be required to purchase their own
fabrics to complete their projects.

(MADIT09CA)

Enter the world of 3D animation! Using the
Blender program, students will
develop, create and present 3D
animations. Students will explore and develop
various sketches and storyboards, 2D graphic
designs, 3D objects, 3D computer animations
and rendered outputs. Students will have fun
working individually and in
groups. Additionally, students will develop and
enhance word processing skills; be introduced
to digital applications, desktop publishing,
multimedia presentations and web page
design. This is a project
based course. Students will be introduced to
concepts, given the opportunity to learn
through doing and create work to share with
the class.
ADST: ROBOTICS 9
(MADER09)

Grade 9 Info Tech is an introduction to the art
form of animation, game design,
Lego Robotics and potentially mobile App
development. Animation is found in movies,
advertising, video-games, computer software,
websites and many more that are not
mentioned here. This course is an introduction
to the world of animation in both 2D and
3D. Using the Blender program, students will
develop, create and present 3D
animations. Additionally, students will explore
the topic of robotics through Lego Robotics as
students will delve into a series of inquiry
based scenarios and use coding skills to

ADST: TEXTILES 9
(MADT-09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $35

ADST: FOOD STUDIES 9
(MADFS09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $45
This course explores recipes from various
countries of the world including local First
Peoples traditional food use. Students will
make connections as to why various cultures
use different ingredients, cooking techniques
and tools. Students will analyze food
sustainability issues and critically think about
ethical issues within food systems. They will
understand how health, economic, and
environmental factors influence food choice in
personal, local, and global contexts. Students
will design, test & evaluate their food products
practicing food safe cooking
methods. Students must be willing to
work cooperatively in groups, clean up and
complete written assignments as part of the
course.
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ADST: METALWORK 9
(MADM-09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $35
Students will safely work with various
metals, hand tools, machines, and metal
joining methods. Skills covered may
include machining, welding and fabrication,
jewelry making, art metal, aluminum
casting, and blacksmithing. Students will
develop and work towards core competencies.
Communication competency will be
developed in industrial terminology. As well,
critical thinking skills will develop
through design and problem solving.
ADST: POWER TECHNOLOGY 9
(MADPT09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $25
Students develop safe and competent work
practices while studying various sources of
power and their applications. The course may
also include a basic automotive preventative
maintenance section where students interpret
manuals to obtain technical information to
service and repair mechanical
systems. Students will work towards
proficiency in hand skills, precision
measurement and operation of basic hand
tools. More advanced topics may include work
with two and/or four stroke engines, brakes,
steering, suspension, and oil changes.
Students practice problem solving skills related
to a variety of systems that make up a small
engine.
ADST: WOODWORK 9
(MADW-09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $35

importance of woodwork in historical and
cultural contexts, locally and throughout
Canada. Course work will allow for project
individualization and creativity. Basic wood
costs are included.
ADST: YOUTH EXPLORE TRADES SKILLS 9
(MSTX-0A)

Youth Explore Trades Skills is a course
intended to allow students to explore industry
trades training and ideally enrol in future SD73
Trades Samplers and/or Youth TRAIN in
Trades up at TRU. Youth Explore Trades
Skills is intended to assist students in
experiencing different trades training programs
offered locally by the district and post
secondary, while assisting in a smooth trades
skills transition to either the workplace or an
appropriate post-secondary program.
The course consists of 4 modules: Safety,
Residential Construction, Electrical and
Plumbing (4 Credit Course)
ADST: TEXTILES 9

(MADT-09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $35
In Textiles 9 students will further develop their
skills with sewing machines, sergers and
patterns. Students will examine strategies for
using and modifying patterns of their choice as
well as facilitator choices. Examination of social
factors on textile choices including origins,
uses and care. There will also be a look at the
role of textiles in First Peoples culture. This
course quite often gets combined with other
grades so there is a lot of opportunity to
explore and develop your own projects.
Students will be required to purchase their own
fabrics to complete their projects.

Students will learn techniques for adjusting
plans and drawings, using a variety of tools
and equipment, including stationary power
equipment and hand tools to develop
woodworking techniques; as well as, the
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ADST: FOOD STUDIES 9
(MADFS09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $45
This course explores recipes from various
countries of the world including local First
Peoples traditional food use. Students will
make connections as to why various cultures
use different ingredients, cooking techniques
and tools. Students will analyze food
sustainability issues and critically think about
ethical issues within food systems. They will
understand how health, economic, and
environmental factors influence food choice in
personal, local, and global contexts. Students
will design, test & evaluate their food products
practicing food safe cooking methods.
Students must be willing to work cooperatively
in groups, clean up and complete written
assignments as part of the course.

through industrial language. As well, critical
thinking skills will develop through problem
solving projects.
ADST: ART METAL 9/10
(MADM-09AMT / YIA--0A)

Prerequesite: None
Enhancement Fee: $50
Art Metal introduces students to the more
creative side of metalworking. We will learn
about design and make those designs into
reality with blacksmithing, welding, jewelry
making, casting and fabrication.
ADST: POWER TECHNOLOGY 9
(MADPT09)

Prerequisite: None
Enhancement Fee: $25
Students develop safe and competent work
practices while studying various sources of
power and their applications. The course may
also include a basic automotive preventative
maintenance section where students interpret
manuals to obtain technical information to
service and repair mechanical systems.
Students will work towards proficiency in hand
skills, precision measurement and operation of
basic hand tools. More advanced topics may

include work with two and/or four stroke engines,
brakes, steering, suspension, and oil changes.
Students practice problem solving skills related to a
variety of systems that make up a small engine.

ADST: METALWORK 9
(MADM-09)

Prerequisite: None
Students will work with various metals, basic
metal processing machines, and metal joining
methods. Processes covered may include
aluminum casting, drill grinding, oxy-acetylene
welding and brazing, arc welding; wire feed
(MIG) welding, spot welding, jewelry making
and blacksmithing. Students will develop and
work towards core competencies.
Communication competency will be developed
18

YEARBOOK 9

LEADERSHIP 9

Prerequisite: None

Prerequisite: None

Yearbook is a course AND a business in one;
you will learn and develop skills of
photography, journalism, graphic design,
project management, and budgeting while
creating a final product that will be bought by
hundreds of people. This is like no class or
project you have ever done. A yearbook isn’t
just a keepsake memory book; it is a historical
artifact that will be viewed by thousands of
people as a memento and as a reference
material. A great yearbook depends on an
enthusiastic, creative, responsible, organized,
and hardworking team that is able to follow
through on a project from beginning to end.

This course is designed to instruct students in
the various methods and techniques for
planning, implementing, and evaluating
projects related to school activities. Topics
include public speaking, communication,
teamwork, management skills, self-awareness,
human relations, and promotion and staging of
school events. An essential part of this class is
active, experiential learning. Students will
further develop the skills they currently possess
and be given the opportunity to acquire new
ones. Through the activities and programs run
by the class the students will learn and practice
the concepts and skills of leadership.

(MEN--09-YB)

NOTE: Yearbook is a linear course which
runs outside of the timetable after school 23 days per week and requires attendance at
school events before, during, or after
school, which may involve leaving other
classes to take photos. This course is an
additional 9th course and the workload
should not be taken lightly; it is advised
that students wishing to take yearbook
have strong academic standing and work
ethic in order to complete the work required
outside of regular school hours and to
make up for missed class time due to
covering events for the yearbook.
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SUGGESTED LIST OF
SUPPLIES
Students will be expected to supply the
following:


loose leaf paper



binders: large (with dividers) or
small



pens, pencils, eraser, a metric ruler, a
geometry set



dictionary



pencil crayons or felt pens (optional)



gym strip: shorts or sweats, t-shirt,
socks, runners, and a lock for the
P.E. locker



a combination lock



calculator – preferably 2 line

Please note teachers may have additional
special supply requirements.

HOMEWORK AND
ORGANIZATION
We recommend that students spend 30-45
minutes of their time in the evening on
schoolwork; including homework, review,
project work and studying for tests.
HOMEWORK REQUESTS

For long-term illnesses, parents/guardians should
communicate directly with both their child’s
teachers and their school counsellor.

TEXTBOOKS, LOCKERS AND
LOCKS
TEXTBOOKS
Every student pays a one time $50.00 deposit
fee to a maximum of $100.00 per family, which
is refunded when the student either graduates
or moves from the school. If books are
damaged or lost, the deposit may not cover the
entire cost for replacement.
LOCKERS AND LOCKS
Each student will receive his/her own individual
locker. Lockers remain the property of the
school and are loaned to students for their use.
Students are expected to keep their lockers
clean and secured with a Dudley combination
lock, which are available in the office for $6.00.
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STUDENT COSTS
SCHOOL FEES: In accordance with School
District #73 Policy below, SKSS may charge
fees associated with certain courses as follows:
Musical Instruments
Based on district guidelines: $100.00 per year
or $50 per quarter/semester.
Extracurricular Activities:
Charges will vary depending upon the activity.
Charges should be itemized to clearly indicate
the nature and/or purpose for the charges.
Enhancement Activities:
Three distinct categories of enhancement
activities are:
1. Optional activities (such as field trips)
whereby students may choose not to
participate. Alternate activities and
teacher supervision provisions must be
made for students who choose not to
participate. These optional activities are
not to be considered in the overall
student assessment for the course.

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP POLICY FOR
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
No student will be denied the opportunity to
participate in a course and/or activity
associated with a course in which they are
enrolled because of financial hardship.
Parents/Guardians and/or students should
contact the school principal in order that
confidential, respectful and discreet
arrangements can be made to ensure that a
student is not denied an opportunity to
participate in a course or activity associated
with the course.

2. Project material choice: Students may,
at their own expense and teacher
permission, choose to use materials
outside of the standard materials
provided in order to complete class
projects. (eg. A student may, at their
own expense and with teacher
permission, choose to build a table
using walnut instead of the wood
provided as part of the course.
3. Workbooks: If workbooks are assigned
and used as an integral part of the
delivery of a course they must be
provided to students without cost.
Student responses are to be made on
separate paper. Students who choose
to use assigned workbooks for their
responses, or use the workbook in a
manner that renders it no longer useable
for another student will be charged a
workbook replacement fee.
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