
 

Next Virtual General Meeting:  January 18 - 7pm via ZOOM 

SKSS PAC Meeting 
Minutes 

Thursday November 16, 2023, 7:00pm via Zoom 
 

1. Call to order. Land Acknowledgement.   
 
2. Education session:  Student Clubs/Intramurals at 
SKSS Thank you to our student leaders Eleanora, Ryder, 
Kylee and Alya who presented for us tonight.  These students 
are part of not only our school’s student council, but also 
participate at the District Council, Junior City Council, and 
Principal’s Council where they are the student voice of our 
1100 students. 
 

• The students told us about the reasons to get involved in school activities, 
including meeting new peers, helping to build school community, helping to gain 
new experiences and learn new life lessons, feeling like you have a place where 
you belong, and joining activities that relate to your possible future career. 

• Why join or volunteer?  Because it helps to develop transferable skills, helps 
explore interests and passions, gain experience that relates to possible future 
careers, engage in school community, meet like-minded peers, potential to 
become a leader, make a positive impact at the school, and help you feel like you 
belong.  Plus, it looks good on a resume! 

• Junior City council allows the sharing of a student voice with the surrounding 
community.  Two students from each school are chosen as junior city councillors 
and they meet with the council once a month to learn how the city works and 
provide city counselors with a youthful perspective on their ideas. 

• District council is an opportunity for students to share their voice on a district 
school board level.  They meet four times per school year and discuss ways to 
improve the school climate to make it more supportive for everyone. 

• Principal’s council is a group that meets to discuss school spirit, environment, 
student feelings, and how to improve the school experience of students. 

• Art club is a place to make art – open studio provides instruction for small art 
activities where materials and a small snack are provided. 

• Future Business Leaders of America helps students train for business 
competitions in Canada with globally recognized awards. 

• Athletics include sports in the fall session, winter session and spring session and 
include almost every sport you can think of, including football, soccer, field 
hockey, volleyball, cross country, aquatics, basketball, curling, skiing and 
snowboarding, wrestling, rugby, ultimate frisbee, golf, track and field, badminton, 
tennis, and biking. 

• Intramurals are also available as a way to make friends and have fun with sports 
held in the gym all school year in a fun and supportive environment. 

• Woodworking and CNC Club is to familiarize students with the CNC machines 
that we have in our shops.  We make anything from signs to manufacturing parts 
to making plaques for school trophies.  Students get the chance to make some 
projects and new members are always welcome. 

• Theatre Arts:  this club puts on the Christmas Play and the Spring Play every 
year.  There are dance rehearsals and practices at lunch and after school. 

• Musical Theatre Club meets at lunch and also puts on the variety show 

SKSS PAC Executive Committee 
Cory L: Chair, Barrie Vice-Chair, Erin M 
(Secretary/Treasurer/DPAC Rep#2), Allison T (DPAC 
Rep#1) 
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• Model UN club simulates world diplomacy, inspires delegates to become more 
aware, more educated and more thoughtful global citizens.  Meetings are one or 
two Fridays a month in preparation for the Vancouver model UN event. 

• SKSS School Choir:  where students can sing and learn about music with like 
minded students.  They learn to develop an appreciation for various musical 
styles and cultures and contribute to the community’s rich musical life.   

• SKSS Music Council is a student run teacher-supported council responsible for 
supporting the SKSS Music Program by mentoring student musicians. 

• Textiles Club:  Allows students to explore their passion of textiles and meet like-
minded peers while working on a community project.  This year they are creating 
quilts for families who lost their homes in the fires this pas summer.   

• SKSS Secwepemc Youth Council – meets 3rd Tuesday at lunch 

• DELF Club– helps prepare students for the French Language DELF exams 

• Link Crew is all about school spirit and school wide connections.  This club helps 
introduce grade 8s to the school and hosts activities to boost school spirit. 

• Debate Club helps teach how to debate – they look at the structure and strategy 
of debate and we often practice debates as well.  They also compete against 
teams from other schools 

• Newspaper Club makes a monthly newspaper covering all the stories from 
around the school 

• SKSS Personal Finance and Economics Club: offers beginner friendly 
introduction to topics such as budgeting, saving and investing.  It offers a hands 
on approach to help you understand and gain good financial habits. 

• Peer Tutoring:  Students helping students! 

• Chess Club:  Come hang out and play chess!  Every level of player is welcome 
and people can play other players from beginners to advanced in an accepting 
environment 

• SOGI Club; welcomes all students interested in being part of the ongoing work to 
support diversity and acceptance within our school community. 

• Battle of the Books Club:  Meetings 1st and 3rd of every month at lunch in the 
library 

• Yoga Club:  This club invites students to take a step back from school and relax.  
This club was created to provide an opportunity for students to relax their minds, 
create mental clarity and calmness. 

• If you don’t see a club that you’d like to be a part of…you can start one!  
Examples include a kindness club to write letters to lonely seniors, an automobile 
club to work on cars, and a marketing and promotions club to promote clubs to 
students! 

 
Questions/comments to students included brainstorming session on how to let students know about clubs (posters, announcements, 
etc), as well as a “club fair” possibility in the gym where clubs have booths to “market” their club to potential new members. 
 
A giant thank you from PAC to our student leaders for their time and their amazing presentation tonight.  We are so grateful to our 
student leaders for their dedication to their school community and their peers.  Well done, crew! 

 
3. Adoption of the Agenda.  Moved by Allie, Seconded by Barrie.  All in favour. 

4. Minutes of the last meeting.  Minutes of the October meeting were reviewed.   

5. Administration Report: Staffing change this week as we lost Mr. Stanus to 
NorKam until the end of January (leave of Principal).  Natasha Little joins us in 
teaching.  Busy athletics Fall.  Congrats to our athletes!We’ve had 100,000 
pledge to support TTOC costs for athletics for the year ($22,000 for SKSS) so 
that these bills will no longer be put to our families.  Big thanks to the board for 
that!  District honors band did so well.  Thanks to Ms. Yamaoka for annual 
calendar exhibition.  The remembrance day ceremonies were done well by the 
drum group, our music program and our drama program.  Thank you to the 
students and teacher leaders.  Grant “Feeding Futures” received for the “Titans 
Snack Program”.  $6000 were received for the school year and we’re putting 
granola bars into bins in classrooms so kids can take one and eat if they’re 



 

Next Virtual General Meeting:  January 18 - 7pm via ZOOM 

hungry. Term 1 report cards will be posted in MyEd on Nov 24th.  These are no 
longer printed routinely but if parents need help, please check in with the 
counseling office.  Respectfully submitted by Walt. 

 
6. Old Business: 

 
a) Legacy Grant -update: No decision has yet been made, we will hear more at 

the end of November.   
b) Next Education Session:  No education session in December.  January - Mr. 

Kirschner will do a debrief on student feelings re: school safety data.  
February we will plan to do the annual Course Selection parent session.   

 
7. Treasurer’s Report:  

-See report attached to the end of this agenda. 

-Teachers have been notified regarding last month’s approvals. 

-First cheque has been written. 

7a) Updated request from Mr. Ilic 

Mr. Ilic has sent a revised quote for tools that would greatly benefit the shop 
where KMS tools has adjusted the prices by approx. $500.   

Barrie states that he has already responded to Mr. Ilic and feels like it may be 
possible to get the tools for free or near-free if it’s a sponsorship situation.  Barrie 
will follow up again to talk about sponsorship.   

Erin wanted to know if we should sponsor a portion of the request given that we 
have not sponsored anything for this club in the past.  Discussion:  Because the 
application has no time limit, we should defer and see if there is a way to get the 
entire cost of both impact drills sponsored by the manufacturer. 
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7b)  Request from Football team re: athletic department disbursements and spending 
(Barrie).  Barrie would like more insight as to how the athletic department chooses to fund 
different sports equipment within a limited budget.  Barrie states that the Football program 
needs helmets to keep the kids safe, but they got the message that they got $500 from the PAC 
disbursement to Athletics but that doesn’t even cover one helmet.  Barrie is concerned that the 
distribution of funds isn’t fair because some departments like Model UN gets 4 x as much as, 
say, Football does.  Barrie wants to discuss how we balance this, and how we balance athletics.  
He also wonders how come some departments have the void filled by Walt (like the students 
wanting to write exams), but not Football.  Barrie feels that some groups have received exactly 
what they requested but it’s not fair to Sports who haven’t received what they asked for.  
Discussion:  Erin stated that many schools struggle with this issue and it is never going to be 
what we want, because we want to fully fund every request but that will never be possible when 
we only get $20/student that is intended to fund as many students and programs as possible.  
Therefore while we would love to fund every helmet for every athlete, it’s impossible with our 
current funds.  Erin encourages everyone to have this conversation at the provincial level – we 
could advocate for a BCCPAC resolution to address the underfunding of school sports safety 
equipment.  There is a meeting regarding BCCPAC Resolutions on Jan 16 and Erin will be in 
attendance. 

8. New Business 
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 8a) SD73 PAC conference on November 28th from 4:30-8pm at Henry Grube – we can 
send up to 4 parents and so far Barrie is only confirmed attendee.  SKSS Jazz Ensemble will be providing 
the dinner music! 

 

b) DPAC Logo Contest is now open to any student, parent, or staff in the district.  Prizes will 
be awarded.  Help design the new DPAC logo.  Contest closes on Jan 30th at midnight. 
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8c) November 21st:  Parent Education Session - Understanding mental health and 

substance use. Presented in partnership with SD73 and TRU.  To register to attend:  

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/ 

 

8d)  Parent Education Session November 28th and November 30th:  Safer Schools 
presentation on Digital Safety for parents of kids and teens.  Presented in partnership 
with BC Confederacy of Parent Advisory Councils. 

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/
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8e. Nov 20th deadline for Purdy’s Fundraising for SKSS Music Program:  
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8f:  Music Group is soliciting for Raffle donations:  If you can help, please reach out to the 
Music Department!  

 

9. DPAC/BCCPAC Reports.  As reported above. 

10. Other Correspondence.  None. 

11. Adjournment.   

Next meeting:           
        Dec 21, 2023 07:00 PM 
        Jan 18, 2024 07:00 PM 
        Feb 15, 2024 07:00 PM 
        Apr 18, 2024 07:00 PM 
        May 16, 2024 07:00 PM 
        Jun 20, 2024 07:00 PM 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 
Meeting ID: 873 1414 7246 
Passcode: 888045 
 
--- 
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