
 

Next Virtual General Meeting: April 8, 7pm via ZOOM 

SKSS PAC Meeting 
Agenda & Attachments 

Thursday March 11, 2021 7:30pm via Zoom 
 

1. Call to order 7:37pm.  Quorum present.  Mr. Kirshener attending 

to represent admin. 

2. Presentation – Dress Code Committee.  Mr. Kirschner 

introduced students Lauren and Kacie, who worked as part of the 

Committee along with Mr. Kirschner and Mr. Simpson from admin.  

Lauren and Kacie described that after an incident in the Fall, 

students noted that the existing dress code was a subjective policy 

open to subjective interpretation.  Students wanted to address it 

because the current policy seemed an outdated holdover from 

bygone area.  Students recognized that in today’s society, clothes 

are an extension of self.  As it was written, the policy was gender-

conforming and students realized that people don’t always identify 

as male or female.  Student body reps sat down with admin and 

began a conversation. Everyone brought forward their points of 

view as students and teachers and administrators.  Weekly 

meetings happened.  Collaboratively, a new Dress code was 

created.  The committee reviewed policies that have recently been 

created in Victoria, Toronto and Chilliwack (recent 

reforms).  Students organized a zoom call with the heads of the 

Victoria school district and this helped create the language that 

avoided words that can lead to targeting.  The committee looked at 

how we change policy language to be inclusive and fair to all 

races/genders/body types.  Students wanted to make sure that 

their peers couldn’t be dress-coded randomly (based on teacher 

discretion) and wanted to remove the humiliation of this singling 

out.  The new dress code is Student-centered and student-

based.  Countless hours of research has been put 

in.  Implementation in April, depending what happens with the 

administrative policy at the district level.   
 

3. Review of the Agenda.  Accepted as submitted. 

4. Minutes from the Previous Meeting.  Accepted as submitted. 

SKSS PAC Executive Committee 
Cory L: Chair, Tanya P. Vice-Chair, Erin M 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Julie R (Past-Chair) 
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5. Administration Report (Mr. Kirschner).  Highlights:   
• Anti-bullying day was on Feb 24 and our students were in pink and were active and 

visible on that day.  Thanks to leadership, link crew and peer tutors.   
• Course selections were closed out at the end of February and now we’re at the 

pencil and paper phase.  This is a timely process and we will pick this up when we 
return after spring break.  The grade 7 cohorts are coming in place from partner 
schools.   

• Mr. Pelzer will be retiring this spring and we will begin the process of filling his role 
in Chemistry on our campus.   

• We are working through a ministry checklist on covid controls.  We did very well 
overall thanks to the support from parents, kids and staff on campus.  We do have 
some target points on gathering students after school so we revised the schedule to 
try to move the kids away from the front of the school after the bell (5 minutes 
delay).  The difficulty with lunch hour has a huge impact on instructional time and 
this is difficult to implement.   

• Q2 report card went well for success rates and honour roll.  Tremendous honour roll 
rates.  We have worked through the interim process leading into parent teacher 
interviews tonight.  We will do a survey around year end about using zoom and we 
suspect many people will want to continue to use zoom going forward.   

• A neat thing to check out will be videos that will be added on to our website.  There 
are 2 that will be uploaded very soon from peer tutors (3 min video on peer 
pressure) and then from aboriginal ed around the life of aboriginal students at south 
kam.  We are creating a south kam virtual tour for incoming grade 7s this year and it 
will be a nice intro to our campus.  We can then have the grade 7s in for the link 
crew day, hopefully, the last week of august.   

• As the ladies on the committee shared, our goal with the dress code would be to 
look at a April initiation.  Still getting some input on the hat policy in the 
building.  We will then get to see the calendar timeline on the new AP and then we 
can see when we can officially implement our policy.   

• Weight room updates:  Art Macdonald will be meeting with us next week and then 
we can take a look at creating a whole new weight room along the cafeteria along 
the window wall and we can look at design/planning/cost.  With regard to CNC 
machine for Sue, the machine is still in production.  It should be on the truck next 
week for the 3-4 day journey to Kamloops. 
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6. Old Business  

• Legacy Grant – (Mr. Kirschner).  See above.  Hopefully at SKSS by beginning of April 

• Educational Components to PAC meetings  

• April:  Art Students (Art Calendar) 

• May:  Link Crew 

• Legacy Grant – Spring Submission.  On hold until meeting with Art MacDonald can occur.   

• Grad Committee – Lottery Update  



 

Next Virtual General Meeting: April 8, 7pm via ZOOM 

 

7. New Business 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report.  (See below) 
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Funding requests:  We still have about $5,000 to be disbursed 

__________________________________________. 
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9. DPAC Report 

-Next meeting is on April 20th at 6:30pm via Zoom 

-DPAC would like to invite the SKSS Dress Code Committee to present to the District Parent 

Advisory Council (including the Superintendent and Trustees) 

March 8th update from the Superintendent 

Dear Parents, 

Since my last letter to you on March 2, 2021, we have been advised by Interior Health that we have had positive exposures of 
COVID-19 at NorKam Secondary, Savona Elementary, South Kamloops Secondary, Brock Middle, and Beattie Elementary 
schools. 

Letters have been sent to parents from their principals advising the dates of the exposure. Also, Interior Health has sent letters 
regarding self-isolation to those affected in the related school communities.  

All schools have had enhanced cleaning, and unless you have been notified otherwise by your school or Interior Health, it is safe 
for your children to be at school.   
 
Information about school exposures is posted by the BC Centre for Disease Control, and it remains on the page for two weeks. 
This site is linked from the Parent Resource page on the district website.   

We must continue to be vigilant, to continue limiting our social gatherings, to conduct daily health checks, and to remain home 
if showing any symptoms. These are important actions in our daily efforts to do all we can to continue to control exposures 
within our schools. 

  

Terrence S. Sullivan Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

10. BCCPAC Report – Update for K-12 – March 
 

• AGM Registration:  This year's AGM will take place online Saturday May 1, from 8:30am – 
4:45pm, and the business of the meeting will include board elections, proposed resolutions, 
and member awards. The preliminary Agenda is now posted. While there is no fee to attend, 
members are required to register to attend; online registration will open next week. We 
encourage all PAC and DPAC members to ensure they are represented at the AGM. More 
details will follow shortly in the AGM Booklet which will include candidate details, proxy 
forms, rules and resolutions. Watch your emails for more information! 

• Gaming Grant Overview:  During December 2020, we reached out to members for 

feedback about how they were spending their Gaming funds in the current pandemic 

influenced environment. We have posted the key themes of the member feedback for your 

reference as there is some very creative spending within the Guidelines. Additionally we 

shared it directly with CGG staff as a data point for development of the revised Guidelines for 

2021-22.  Community Gaming Grants revised and updated the DPAC/PAC Guidelines for the 

2021-22 school year which will be released on April 1. We have partnered with Gaming 

branch staff to host a live 90 minute session to share the information (some good revisions 

have been made) and answer any and all Gaming funds related questions by PACS and 
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DPACs. The session will be held Thursday April 8 at 7pm and it will cover a program 

overview, revisions to the DPAC/PAC Guidelines and the Capital Project grant, advice and 

examples of eligible uses of PAC funding, commonly asked questions, and will include a 

Q&A period 

• Children benefit from parents and schools working together:  The best school is one 

where parents, educators, staff, and school administrators have a shared vision and work 

diligently together to achieve it. Children are at the core of everything in education. The 

public education system benefits – and our children benefit – when parents are recognized 

as a valuable resource forming mutually-respectful relationships with the school 

administration. When we put our collective talents together, we can achieve so much more 

for our communities, our schools, and our children. This is true during a regular school year 

and becomes essential within a pandemic environment.  Interested in reading more? This 

article by President Sinclair will be published in full in the March issue of the BC Principals 

and Vice Principals Association (BCPVPA) magazine. Stay tuned! 

• Annual Parent Education Conference:  You don't want to miss the opportunity to attend 

our annual full-day parent education conference which will be held online on May 28-29. We 

are unique in our ability to provide parents the opportunity on Friday 28th to hear directly 

from both the Minister of Education and senior officials within the Ministry of Education and 

to give direct feedback and engage in dialogue. On Saturday we have a full line up of 

speakers and a full day of learning and sharing. Wait until you hear who our keynote opener 

is……  Our theme this year is "The Power to Change - Empowering Yourself”. As 

parents/guardians we benefit ourselves and our families when we are empowered. The world 

around us is constantly evolving and our children change as they grow; we need to feel 

empowered and informed so we can navigate and successfully deal with change.  

Registration opens March 31st. 

• Student Learning Survey:  The 2020-21 Student Learning Survey is available for students 

in Gr 4, 7, 10, & 12 and their parents. The student survey is in English and French. The 

parent survey is available in 16 languages. The input from students and their 

parents/guardians is important each year but especially so during the pandemic. The data 

from this survey helps to inform K-12 education. Survey closes April 30 

• Information about Federal Funding: Members should be aware that the second 

installment of the Federal funding to school districts is expected to be spent as per the 

instructions on the first installment; the Ministry of Education will be confirming with districts 

on how the funds were allocated. The Ministry is committed to ensuring districts deliver what 

is needed to ensure all students remain connected to their school communities and are 

provided the remote options needed by families.  IF your district is not providing a flexible 

remote option for students who remain enrolled in their current school but will not be 

returning to in-class instruction, please let BCCPAC know as the Ministry is very clear in this 
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expectation.  Additionally, in alignment with the Equity and Inclusion Guiding Principles, 

districts are to ensure students will: 

• Be able to attend school full time or have a plan to ensure supports and learning continue if a 

student needs to learn at home 

• Have access to the necessary health and safety supports 

• Continue to receive supports and services as identified in their IEP, including 1:1 supports 

• Not be grouped in segregated settings as a part of the establishment of cohorts 

• K-12 Health Check App:  The Ministry of Education worked with Public Health and the 

BCCDC to create a daily health check website and mobile app for students and their parents 

to complete before heading to school in the morning. The website and app will contain the 

most up-to-date BC health guideline information. The design of the app was developed in 

collaboration with BC students to create an age-appropriate user-experience. It will allow for 

students and their parents to make the best decisions on whether to attend school, not to 

attend school, or take other measures based on the information they provide. 

Visit the BCCDC school site. Access the K-12 Daily Health Check App (Apple, Google) 

Additionally, new PDF versions of a sample Daily Health Check List for students and families are 

now available in English, French, Arabic, Simplified and Traditional Chinese on the COVID-19 Safe 

Schools website. A Punjabi version will also be added soon.  

• A reminder that we have posted all the documents and relevant links on our Education 

COVID-19 Resources page 

___________________________________ 
 

11. Other business/Correspondence received: 

• Cookies for Canucks Place:  By fundraising for Canuck Place, you’re directly supporting families 
that live in your community. You can help create lasting memories for the 96 families who call the 
Interior Health Region home. 

 
Click the link below for registration details, tips and fundraiser ideas. All schools who sign up will be entered in a draw 
to win some exciting prizes: 

• A signed Vancouver Canucks jersey (1 to be won - bonus entry for every $300 raised) 

• A BC Egg prize basket (5 to be won - top school in each health authority) 

Teachers! Register your class and you'll be entered in a draw to win one of 30 spots in a cook-a-long class on April 

29, 2021 at 6:00 pm with Chef Dez, Corporate Chef for BC Egg for yourself or fellow faculty member. 

 

With your support, Canuck Place can ensure that lasting memories are filled with joy, and lots and lots of cookies. 
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12. PAC Meeting Schedule for the remainder of 20/21 (Note: All meetings will be on Zoom) 

April 8, 2021 at 7pm 

June 10, 2021 at 7pm 


