
 

Next Virtual General Meeting: March 11 at 7:30pm via ZOOM 

SKSS PAC Meeting 
Minutes 

Thursday February 11, 2021 7pm via Zoom 
 

1. Call to order at 7:04pm.  Quorum present with all executive 

members in attendance.  8 parents in attendance, plus Mr. Kirschner 

and Mr. Simpson from SKSS admin. 

2. Presentation – Course Selection and the MyEd Parent Portal 

(Mr. Simpson).  Thank you to Mr. Simpson for the excellent overview of 

the student course selection process.  Reminder to parents:  Start at the 

SKSS website to access MyEd (otherwise you might end up at the 

myEd from a different school, or the test site that is not “live”).  From 

MyEd, scroll down to the big green login at the bottom left.  From here the 

student will enter their Login ID and password.  Go to “My Info”, then 

“Requests” at the lower left.  There will be instructions for the students to 

follow to fill out course requests.  IMPORTANT!!!  Fill out the “notes for 

Counselor” with anything you would like the Counselor to know, like: We 

are interested in TNT, or We Need Grade 11 PE, not Grade 10 since we 

already took that through KOOL, or Interested in TRU English, or Please 

Help Choose the Right Math for a child who is interested in UBC 

Sciences.  Counselors will then see these notes and be able to help 

students choose the right courses.  Remember to pick courses AND 

alternates in case the first choice of elective does not fit in the timetable.  

After the child is done, click “post” to save all the selections.  You are 

essentially done at this point.  REMINDERS:  If you do not complete all 

fields before you click “post”, you can go back until Feb 26 and update.  

After that, blanks will show up on an admin-generated “error” list to trigger 

the counselors that they need to meet with that student to do a bit of work 

completing the selections. Because the timetable is student request 

driven, parents access the child’s course selections through the 

STUDENT portal, not the parent portal.  Final timetables will be ready by 

the end of the school year. 

3. Review of the Agenda.  Accepted as submitted.  Moved by 

Tanya.  Seconded by Erin. 

SKSS PAC Executive Committee 
Cory L: Chair, Tanya P. Vice-Chair, Erin M 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Julie R (Past-Chair) 

W
h

a
t 

e
x
a
c
tl

y
 i

s
 P

A
C

?
 

Th
e 

Sc
h

o
o

l A
ct

 g
iv

es
 p

ar
e

n
ts

 t
h

e 
ri

gh
t,

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 P

ar
e

n
t 

A
d

vi
so

ry
 C

o
u

n
ci

ls
 (

P
A

C
s)

, t
o

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
fe

e
d

b
ac

k 
in

 t
h

e
ir

 s
ch

o
o

l. 
P

A
C

 is
 t

h
e 

o
ff

ic
ia

lly
 r

ec
o

gn
iz

e
d

 c
o

lle
ct

iv
e 

vo
ic

e 
o

f 
p

ar
e

n
ts

 o
f 

th
e

ir
 s

ch
o

o
l. 

A
 P

A
C

, t
h

ro
u

gh
 

it
s 

el
ec

te
d

 o
ff

ic
er

s,
 m

ay
 a

d
vi

se
 t

h
e 

sc
h

o
o

l b
o

ar
d

, t
h

e 
p

ri
n

ci
p

al
 a

n
d

 s
ta

ff
 o

f 
th

e 
sc

h
o

o
l r

es
p

ec
ti

n
g 

an
y 

m
at

te
r 

re
la

ti
n

g 
to

 t
h

e 
e

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
e

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

 s
ch

o
o

l.
 

 W
h

a
t 

is
 t

h
e
 r

o
le

 o
f 

P
A

C
?

 
•

To
 a

d
vi

se
 t

h
e 

sc
h

o
o

l p
ri

n
ci

p
al

 a
n

d
 s

ta
ff

 o
n

 p
ar

e
n

ts
’

 v
ie

w
s 

an
d

 f
ee

d
b

ac
k 

ab
o

u
t 

sc
h

o
o

l p
ro

gr
am

s,
 p

o
lic

ie
s,

 p
la

n
s 

an
d

 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s.

 

•
To

 o
rg

an
iz

e
 P

A
C

 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s 

an
d

 e
ve

n
ts

 a
n

d
 e

n
d

ea
vo

u
r 

to
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

p
ar

e
n

t 
ed

u
ca

ti
o

n
. 

•
To

 e
n

co
u

ra
ge

 p
ar

e
n

t 
in

vo
lv

e
m

e
n

t 
in

 t
h

e 
sc

h
o

o
l, 

an
d

 t
o

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
th

at
 p

ro
m

o
te

 p
ar

en
t 

in
vo

lv
e

m
en

t.
 

•
To

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

e 
w

it
h

 p
ar

en
ts

, a
n

d
 t

o
 p

ro
m

o
te

 c
o

-o
p

er
at

io
n

 b
e

tw
ee

n
 t

h
e 

h
o

m
e 

an
d

 t
h

e
 s

ch
o

o
l i

n
 p

ro
vi

d
in

g 
su

p
p

o
rt

 f
o

r 
th

e 
e

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

ch
ild

re
n

. 

•
To

 a
ss

is
t 

p
ar

e
n

ts
 in

 a
cc

es
si

n
g 

th
e 

sy
st

e
m

 a
n

d
 t

o
 a

d
vo

ca
te

 o
n

 b
e

h
al

f 
o

f 
p

ar
e

n
ts

 a
n

d
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
. 

•
To

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
fi

n
an

ci
al

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 f
o

r 
th

e 
go

al
s 

o
f 

th
e 

P
A

C
, a

s 
d

et
e

rm
in

e
d

 b
y 

it
s 

m
e

m
b

e
rs

h
ip

. 

•
To

 a
d

vi
se

 a
n

d
 p

ar
ti

ci
p

at
e 

in
 t

h
e 

ac
ti

vi
ti

es
 o

f 
th

e
 D

is
tr

ic
t 

P
ar

en
t 

A
d

vi
so

ry
 C

o
u

n
ci

l (
D

P
A

C
) 

an
d

 t
h

e 
B

C
 C

o
n

fe
d

er
at

io
n

 o
f 

P
ar

e
n

t 
A

d
vi

so
ry

 C
o

u
n

ci
ls

 (
B

C
C

P
A

C
).

 

•
Th

e 
b

u
si

n
es

s 
o

f 
th

e 
P

A
C

 s
h

al
l b

e 
u

n
b

ia
se

d
 in

 r
es

p
ec

t 
o

f 
ra

ce
, c

o
lo

u
r,

 r
e

lig
io

n
, p

o
lit

ic
s,

 f
am

ily
 s

ta
tu

s,
 g

e
n

d
er

, s
ex

u
al

 o
ri

en
ta

ti
o

n
 o

r 
p

h
ys

ic
al

 o
r 

m
e

n
ta

l a
b

ili
ty

. 
Th

e
 P

A
C

 is
 n

o
t 

a 
fo

ru
m

 f
o

r 
th

e 

d
is

cu
ss

io
n

 o
f 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

 s
ch

o
o

l p
er

so
n

n
e

l, 
p

ar
en

ts
, o

r 
o

th
e

r 
in

d
iv

id
u

al
 m

e
m

b
e

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
sc

h
o

o
l c

o
m

m
u

n
it

y.
 

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/96412_00
https://bccpac.bc.ca/index.php/members/pac-dpac/what-is-a-dpac
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4. Minutes from the Previous Meeting.   Accepted as submitted.  Moved by Tanya.  

Seconded by Erin.   

5. Administration Report (Mr. Kirschner).  Highlights of the admin report 

included: 

• Capstone Projects:  Jan 27/28 presentations.  Invite only, spread out through the 

hallways afterhours, as well as at the front of the school.  Wonderful presentations 

by students, and thank you to staff leadership. 

• Enhanced Safety Measures for COVID:  Over the last week, new enhanced safety 

measures were presented by ministry of health.  Fairly seamless transition in our 

building.  Expectations around masks was consistent with our current practice.  We 

have a new checklist from the Ministry to look at areas to improve upon.  Kids tend 

to congregate in the cold, so that created a bit of a log jam this week at the doors, 

but we ar really hoping to get kids out again when it is warmer next week.  We 

continue our work with the Health and Safety committee. 

• Course Selection:  Course selection starts next week.  There was a good turnout of 

about 80 people at the Zoom meeting.  Similar school population expected of 

approx. 900 students.  If the borders open up next year, we anticipate 35 

international students.  We have had a few students come in this week with letters 

of support from the Federal Government (and after quarantine). 

• Dress Code Update:  34 people submitted surveys with feedback.  Dress code 

committee will be meeting next Thursday to go through a summary.  Very positive 

response overall.  Committee will be happy to look at ratification and dress code 

completed for April and in place in the spring.  We will have to see how the school 

district will address their admin procedure. 

• Feedback on Mr. Kirschner:  Thank you for the 200 surveys completed.  Mr. 

Kirschner will use this to help create his professional growth plan. 

• Course Fees:  Generally, the February PAC meeting is when we ratify course fees, 

but no changes are planned for next year.  All fees will remain as they are for the 

next school year.  We are keeping as much as possible going with the COVID 

restrictions, and great work by teachers and kids. 

• Outstanding invoices:  Reminder there are cheques awaiting signature (Cory to 

follow up) 

• Money received from SD73 for PAC:  Barb and Erin to connect on where these few 

hundred dollars came from and if there are spending restrictions on them. 
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6. Old Business  

a. Legacy Grant – (Mr. Kirschner).  No news yet on an exact date Sue’s machine will arrive.  

PAC will be invoiced for their half a that point.  Plan for end of Feb. 

b. Dress Code Project Update  - (Mr. Kirschner).   Covered in admin report.   

c. Educational Components to PAC meetings  

• March:  Leadership Students – Dress Code 

• April:  Art Students (Art Calendar) 

• May:  Link Crew 
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7. New Business 

a. Lotteries Application (Randine Mariona):  Dry Grad 50/50 Draw.  

Erin will work to support Grad Committee as PAC rep. 

b. Legacy Grant – Spring Submission:  We will do some work around 
putting forth a proposal for funds to improve the weight 
room/gym space.  Erin to follow up with admin on creating 
this. 

Parent Advisory Councils and Family of Schools groups may apply for funding of playgrounds, recreational or social space, cultural enhancement 

projects or sustainability projects. 

Funds are available from a School District No. 73 business company dividend, which have been put aside to assist with capital projects beyond the 

scope of School District funding.  

Approved projects may qualify for matching funds to a maximum of $10,000.  

Applications must support the purchase of technology, capital equipment, or construction costs. 

Applications requesting release time will not be considered.  

Applications as a whole will include representation of rural, urban, secondary and elementary schools.  

The following criteria will be used to consider applications: 

• Ability to sustain the project 

• Evidence of collaboration among groups, schools, Family of Schools groups and the community 

• Demonstration of alignment to the District Strategic plan, District Learning Plan, School Learning Plan, Aboriginal Enhancement 

Agreement 

• Incorporates learner-centred experience 

• Is accessible to a diversity of learners 

Applications are reviewed twice a year. Spring application deadline: March 31. Fall application deadline: September 30.  

The Board of Education will determine the successful applicants, who will be informed by April 30 and October 31 of each year.  

Applicants will agree to participate in communicating about this project in the form of presentations and media interviews. 

Applications are now closed for the Fall. Successful applicants will soon be notified. 

The next deadline application is March 31, 2021.  

 

8. Treasurer’s Report.  (See below) 

  Funding requests:   

 None new.  We still have over $5000 to disburse.  Recommend we open up to new round 

of funding requests.   

 

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/resources/PDFs/SD73_Legacy_Grant_Application_2019.docx
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9. DPAC Report 

-Next meeting is on February 16 at 6:30pm via Zoom 

-BCCPAC President Andrea Sinclair will present at the February DPAC meeting   
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Understanding Parent Stakeholders in Public 
Education 
  
Session Description: 
During this session Andrea will provide an 
overview of BCCPAC and its role at the provincial 
table and number of key things PACs should be 
aware of and practicing, such as: the importance of 
the PAC/DPAC and their role within the school and 
the district including advocacy; why an updated 
Constitution and Bylaws is critical; why 
communication and transparency are important 
and can be done easily; there's more to PACs than 
just fundraising; benefit of being involved at DPAC 
level, and a few general tips and tricks for ensuring 
your PAC is more knowledgeable 
  
  

-Askable Adult presentation for the parents of highschool students coming in March 4 via zoom.  

Email sd73dpaczoom@gmail.com to register 

-Covid continues to be top of mind.  See below for letter from Dr Sullivan on Feb 5th 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

Today's update includes several exposures and confirmed cases of COVID-19 in our schools, most notably at Sa-Hali Secondary 
School, but at other secondary and elementary sites as well including Arthur Stevenson Elementary, David Thompson 
Elementary, Twin Rivers Education Centre, and Valleyview Secondary.   

We have been working with Interior Health to ensure notifications of the exposures and self-isolation occur promptly, and we 
have been addressing the concerns of parents, students, and staff involved. 

As part of our efforts to ensure the community has the information it needs, we will be hosting a virtual Town Hall next week. 
Dr. Carol Fenton, Chief Medical Officer for Interior Health, will join with me and Board Chair Ms. Rhonda Kershaw to answer 
your questions. More details will follow soon – in the meantime, you can email your questions to superintendent@sd73.bc.ca. 

Yesterday, the Ministry of Health and the Provincial Health Office announced enhanced safety measures for K-12. All middle 
and secondary students and all K-12 staff will now be required to wear a mask in all indoor areas, except when: 

• sitting or standing at their seat or workstation in a classroom 

• there is a barrier in place 

• eating or drinking 

mailto:sd73dpaczoom@gmail.com
mailto:superintendent@sd73.bc.ca
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For elementary students, wearing masks indoors or on buses is not required. Elementary students’ mask use should be based 
on their personal preference or family/caregiver’s choice. Masks are one of the many important layers of protection against the 
spread of COVID-19. For more, visit: gov.bc.ca/safeschools 

Throughout this pandemic, we have followed the guidelines established by the Ministry of Health through the Ministry of 
Education and WorkSafeBC, and we will continue to do so until this pandemic ends. The provincial health guidelines for schools, 
including the enhancements announced yesterday, will continue to be our reference point. 

We know that what happens in schools mirrors what happens in communities, and while we’ve seen increased school 
exposures, the transmission rates inside our schools remain lower than what we are seeing in the broader community. We 
believe that school is still the best place for students to be and keeping schools open and safe is our priority. 

We will continue the daily monitoring of COVID-related matters across the district. I am hopeful that the measures we are 
taking, including the strengthening of mask policies, will help to reduce the cases in our schools and in our communities. 

I want to thank you again for your ongoing support as we continue to meet the challenges provided by this pandemic. 

 

Terrence S Sullivan, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

10. BCCPAC Report – Update for K-12 – February 4 
 

Changes to Health & Safety Guidelines, BCCDC Website, New K-12 App 

On behalf of members and parents, BCCPAC has been present and vocal in all the Steering and Health and Safety meetings. We 

have and will continue to raise these key issues which are being discussed at the provincial table: 

• Remote and flexible learning options availability and continuance for those who have not returned to in-class learning 

• Adherence to the Guiding Principles ensuring that Special Needs students are receiving a full day/full week of 
education 

• The resolution of the existing equity gap 

• Ensuring all students are receiving a full educational program in all districts 

• Plans to address the reality of learning impacts being experienced by students across K-12 

• Continued plans and resources to address the mental health needs of students 

• Health and safety of students 

Updated Health & Safety Guidelines  

Based on the latest evidence and a review of school exposures to date in BC, the Provincial Health Officer (PHO) and the BC 

Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) have updated their public health guidance for K-12 schools to address several key areas. 

Updates include: 

• Strengthened mask guidelines for middle and secondary students and K-12 staff in schools 

• Specific guidance for Physical Education and music classes 

• More detailed protocols regarding staff-only spaces and gatherings 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/NZqhhb4RVBYgfZXyE-IUzg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRh_x3WP0RhaHR0cDovL2dvdi5iYy5jYS9zYWZlc2Nob29scz9mYmNsaWQ9SXdBUjBmS25YTHg4azNkck96ajZrQXZDM2lLNU83WThBVHlreWhMVnBxNjJrMFJRblktaXZ2aVJMRW1QRVcHc2Nob29sbUIKYBpW6h1gyGTJUVIVY2RubnVyc2UxOTk1QHlhaG9vLmNhWAQAAAAC
https://bccpac.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ce4c360a02f3e3d90abca386&id=a0bcb3c33b&e=52c80b6c2e
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Read the full Public Health K-12 Guidance 

The Ministry of Education, in consultation with the Education Steering Committee and Health & Safety Working Group, has 

revised the Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 in alignment with these updates. Changes are summarized 

at the front of the document and have been highlighted throughout the document. 

All middle and secondary students and K-12 staff will now be required to wear non-medical masks in all indoor areas, including 

when they are with their learning groups. The use of masks should not reduce or replace other more effective infection 

prevention and exposure control measures in schools. 

The only exceptions are when: 

• Sitting or standing at their seat or workstation in a classroom 

• A barrier is in place; or 

• When eating or drinking 

Prior to these changes, masks were required for middle and secondary students and all K-12 staff in high-traffic areas, like 

hallways and outside of classrooms or learning cohorts when they could not safely distance from others. 

For elementary students, wearing masks indoors remains a personal choice for their family. These updates are part of ongoing 

work of the provincial steering committee and are in alignment with provincial health updates. Updated guidelines for the child 

care sector will be made available in the coming week. 

Guidelines have also been strengthened for physical education and music classes. High-intensity physical activities are to be 

held outside as much as possible. Shared equipment or items, such as weight machines, treadmills or musical instruments, can 

be used only if they are cleaned between use, according to strict school sanitization guidelines. Students using equipment or 

playing instruments should also be spaced at least two meters apart and masks are to be used when singing. 

Six regional Rapid Response teams, one for each health authority and one dedicated to support independent schools, with 

representatives from both school and provincial health staff have been established. These teams, announced by the PHO, will 

continue to improve the speed of school exposure investigations, so health authorities can inform school districts and families 

more quickly. The rapid response teams will conduct physical or virtual site inspections to ensure K-12 COVID-19 health and 

safety guidelines are being followed consistently. If there has been a significant exposure event or an in-school transmission, 

rapid response teams will be deployed to conduct a review and make recommendations, if needed.   

As a result of all these changes, school districts are required to do the following by Friday, February 26: 

• Update their school district safety plan, in consultation with their rights holder/stakeholder advisory teams, to ensure 
it is aligned with the revised Provincial Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 then post the revised plan to their district 
website 

• Ensure all school administrators at each school site have completed BCCDC’s new COVID-19 Health and Safety 
Checklist with their respective health and safety committees. 

https://bccpac.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ce4c360a02f3e3d90abca386&id=b1bb5eaf89&e=52c80b6c2e
https://bccpac.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ce4c360a02f3e3d90abca386&id=1e34280f7d&e=52c80b6c2e
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• Post their updated school district safety plan publicly to their website 

The BCCDC has a new website with information and resources about health and safety measures in K-12 schools, student and 

staff safety, and what happens when there is a COVID-19 case in school. 

Regarding school exposures, if there is a confirmed COVID-19 case in a school, public health contacts affected school 

community members directly. Regional health authorities also post school notifications on their websites, providing the date 

and type of notification (outbreak, cluster or exposure) for impacted schools. 

New K-12 Health Check App 

The Ministry of Education has worked with Public Health and the BCCDC to create a daily health check website and mobile app 

for students and their parents to complete before heading to school in the morning. The website and app will contain the most 

up-to-date BC health guideline information. The design of the app was developed in collaboration with BC students to create an 

age-appropriate user-experience. It will allow for students and their parents to make the best decisions on whether to attend 

school, not to attend school, or take other measures based on the information they provide. 

 

11. Other business/Correspondence received: 

None new. 

 

12. PAC Meeting Schedule for the remainder of 20/21 (Note: All meetings will be on Zoom) 

March 11, 2021 at 7:30pm 

April 8, 2021 at 7pm 

June 10, 2021 at 7pm 

https://bccpac.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ce4c360a02f3e3d90abca386&id=561dad4367&e=52c80b6c2e

